

Egyptian women stage war protest 

CAIRO (R) — About 35 Egyptian women burned U.S. and Israeli flags at 
a sit-in protest against the Gulf war on Sunday. “Oh America gather your 
money, for tomorr ow the Arab people win trample afl over you,” the 
women from the leftwing Unionist Progressive Party (UPP) chanted 
during a three-hour protest at UPP headquarters. The women, who 
they would send provisions to Iraqi and Kuwaiti children, included 
acdaimed writers and actresses. Riot police with batons arid shields 
waited nearby but did not intervene. The sit-in was the latest in a series of 
protests by small opposition groups against the Gulf war. On Thursday, 
ponce used force to disperse opposition leaders and 50 of their supporters 
when they attempted their -first anti-Golf war march. They urged Iraq to 
wthdraw from Kuwait but said in reference to U.S-led allied bombing: 
“what is happening now exceeds the liberation of Kuwait and is an 
attonpt to destroy Iraq, isolate it and degrade it.” Writer Fathiya A1 Assal 
said the UPP would set up a committee to gather donations, baby milk 
powder, b l anke t s and clothes to be sent to Iraq and Kuwait through the 
International Red Cross. 
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Israel detains 350 Hamas activists 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (R) — Israel said Sunday it had arrested 350 
Palestinian activists of the Islamic resistance movement in the occupied 
West Bank and Gaza Strip. The army said the activists of the group known 
as Hamas (Zeal) included Ashraf Baloji of Gaza City, suspected of 
stabbing to death three Israelis in Jaffa in December. Israel allowed some 
Palestinians to resume work inside the Jewish state Sunday for the first 
time in the Gulf war but warned they would suffer for any protest in their 
home towns. In the West Bank, Palestinians said soldiers trying to enforce 
a curfew shot dead a 12-year-old boy in Dbcisbeb refugee camp. Hamas is 
one of two leading forces behind the 38-month-old Palestinian uprising. A 
Hamas leaflet issued in the occupied territories Sunday praised Iraqi 
missile attacks against Israel, saying they made Jews suffer as Palestinians 
do under Israeli rule. 
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Iraq vows to fight to the end 


Baghdad: 

Decision 


---tS; to battle 
’3 irrevocable 






Combined agency despatches 

IRAQ SAID Sandy that the deci- 
sion to fight the U.S.-led coali- 
tion was irrevocable and ruled 
out any co m pro m ise over with- 
drawal from Kuwait. 

“The decision... in Iraq to fight 
the aggressors and bury their evil 
designs... is irrevocable ” Bagh- 
dad Radio said. 

The army newspaper A1 Qadis- 
ayah also ruled ont any com- 
promise or bargaining in the 
Gulf, apparently Hitching hopes 
for peace initiatives such as that 
by Iranian President Ali Akbar 
Hashemi Rafsanjani. 

A1 Qadissiya said Iraq had no 
intention of compromising on its 
claim to Kuwait 
“The Iraqi people and army, 
led by the unique leader Saddam 
Hussein, will continue to wage 
the mother of battles to the end/* 
the paper said. “There is no 
compromise or bargaining:., this 
would impair Iraq’s claim to its 
territorial integrity.” 

Baghdad Radio said the allied 
air raids were making Iraqis more 
determined to fight 
Addressing Arabs elsewhere, 
she radio said , “the - decision 
made by your brothers in Iraq to 
fight the ag g ressors. . . is irrevoc- 
able.” 1 

Neither A1 Qadissiya nor the 
radio commentary specifically 
mentioned the Iranian peace in- 
itiative, but the tone of the com- 
mentaries suggested Iraq was not 
prepared to make concessions. 

“If the aggressor believes that 
its aerial bombardment can affect 
our people's determination, then 
he is deluded and has only de- 
ceived himself, because his 
crimes only make us more deter- 
mined to have justice and be 
more committed to the great 
aims,” said Baghdad Radio. 

Addressing Iraqis and other 
Arabs, it said: ‘"Iraq remains 
Iraq, and the Iraqis remain the 
same Iraqis you know: Standing 
tall with their beads high and a 
confidence in victory that 
deepens dally.” . 

Ai Qadissiya attacked U.S. 
President George Bush, French 
President Francois Mitterrand, 
British Prime Minister John Ma- 
jor, King Fahd of Saudi Arabia 
and President Hosni Mubarak of 
Egypt 

“There is no compromise or 
bargaining because — in the light 
of the evil plot of Bush, Mitter- 
rand, Major and their likes... and 

(Cootiaaed on page 2) 
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A victim of the allied attacks on Iraq in hospital 



Allies destroy another 
bridge on River Tigris 


Combined agency dispatches 

U.S.-LED FORCES destroyed a 
suspension bridge and damaged 
another over the Tigris River that 
divided the Iraqi capital during 
air and missile attacks on Satur- 
day night. 

The United States lost its first 
aircraft to Iraqi fire in more than 
a week when a Marine Corps 
attack jet was shot, down, the 
U.S. cPPPPand in Saudi Arabia 
said Sunday. 

Confirming a report by military 
sources, the command identified 
the downed plane as an AV-8 
Harrier jump-jet Tbe pilot was. 
missing, it said. 

The plane was lost Saturday, it 
said. 

Iraq said the United States and 
its allies carried out 57 raids, 
including strikes against residen- 
tial areas, on Saturday night and 


Sunday. 

“The enemy last night and this 
morning sent their planes to con- 
duct 57 air raids against our re- 
sidential areas or to fire from a 
distance at some of our (military) 
units,” said Baghdad Radio. 

Three of the eight bridges 
spanning the River Tigris have 
been completely knocked out in 
what appears to be a concerted 
allied campaign to cut Baghdad’s 
transport links to the estimated- 
500,000 Iraqi troops in southern 
Iraq and Kuwait. 

Correspondents also saw a 
Baghdad building that had been 
hit by allied missiles but were not 
allowed to disclose its location. 

Two bridges over the Eup- 
hrates were destroyed and a third 
damaged in allied air attacks near 
Nasirlyah, about 130 kilometres 
north of the Kuwaiti border, last 
Monday. 


An Arab military expert based 
in Baghdad said much of Iraq's 
military capability remains intact 
despite the prolonged allied air 
strikes. 

The expert, an attache with an 
Arab embassy who requested 
anonymity, said in an interview 
with the AP that an accurate 
assessment of Iraq's remaining 
military capability is difficult. 

He said the air force retains 
nearly two-thirds of its power 
despite tbe fleeing .of more than 
100 of its planes to Iran and tbe 
attacks by the allied warplanes on 
its airfields. 

“Tbe Iraqis will surprise the 
allies among their things with 
their formidable air power they 
managed to preserve despite in- 
tensive raids on their air bases,” 
tire attache said. 

(Continued on page 2) 


House briefed on Ramtha events 
in private after heated open debate 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A heated debate at 
the Lower House of Parliament 
Sunday over disturbances that 
took place at the border town of 
Ramtha last week prompted the 
Prime Minister, Mr. Mudar Bad- 
ran, to ask for a dosed session to 
“put deputies in the right pic- 
ture.” 

Speaker Abdul Latif Arabiyat 
obliged, and journalists and spec- 
tators were asked to leave tbe 
gallery. 

Earlier in the session deputies 


■Hosni Al Shuyyab, Fakbri 
Kawar, Mansour Murad, Bassam 
Haddadin and Salim Zou’bi criti- 
cised tbe government's handling 
of the incident. 

“The sons of Ramtha attacked 
trucks that earned alcohol to 
American forces in Saudi Ara- 
bia,” Deputy Shuyyab said. 
“They were expressing people’s 
sentiment against Saudi Arabia 
that boycott us and the U.S. that 
attacks our trucks and kills our 
people.” 

Deputy Zou*bi from (Ramtha) 
saw that security forces had de- 
tained 80 people for investigation 


but said all had been released. 
Mr. ZouTii defended the people 
of Ramtha for attacking the 
trucks, “carrying food, fruits and 
alcohol for the U.S. forces,” and 
asked “or else, what is the mean- 
ing of the House’s resolution to 
strike at U.S. interests?” 
Deputy Abdullah Zureikat, 
reading a statement on behalf of 
the National Bloc, described tbe 
method by which Ramtha's peo- 
ple expressed themselves as 
“wrong.” He said that “some 
saboteurs” were trying to do 

(Continued on page 5) 


3-week delay possible 
in ground offensive 


Israelis wound 3 in 
ambush near Nablus 


.. ^ ■'£ 5* Combineed agency despatches 

= -~ t 

- . U-S. MILITARY commanders in 

the Gulf recommended a three- 
.fTtfSJ i Jjjji 1 week delay in launching a ground 
war to give allied bombers more 
. h£f time to soften up Iraqi troops 
. enterenched in Kuwait, tbe New 
_ ^ :a^\i York Times reported Sunday. 

Quoting unnamed senior U.S. 
officers, the Times said the re- 
■' J .'..£■**> commendations were made to 
p ^ v Secretary of Defence Dick 

r -‘ . ‘Cheney and General Colin 
~~c & , Powell, chairman of the Joint 
icr*-*"' Chiefs of Staff, during nine hours 

, x - " •"‘1 of meetings in Saudi Arabia 
i Saturday. 

. . - 4 At a news conference on Sun- 

* ;-rr r day, Mr. Cheney said the United 

. .ij States and its allies ooold attack 

; . Iraqi forces from the ground if 

^ allied planes and missiles started 

running out of targets, but meo- 
c '' * * 1 .* ^ doned no specific timetable. 

■ :< ■■ After a day and a half of 

^ consultations with U.S. comman- 
F* 1 deisin Saudi Arabia, Mr. Cheney 
- ^“vis^'csaid that at least for the moment 
J g j allied air power was still effective 

fi^.in wearing down Iraq’s military 
Ui ^machine. 

^ “The capability of U.S. air 

^sj^power to do damage to (Iraqi) 
^ r forces is still considerable and I 

** ^^ftiimk it (tbe air campaign) will 


continue,” he said. 

The Times reported that the 
consensus of the commanders in 
the field was that it was too early 
for a ground campaign against 
entrenched Iraqi positions in 
Kuwait. 

Tbe newspaper said Mr. 
Cheney had pledged to pass on 
the recommendations to Presi- 
dent George Bush at briefings 
this week. 

“We want to maximise our 
fir epow e r and minimise Saddtim 
Hussein's defensive strength, 
which will take time,” an uniden- 
tified senior planner told the 
Times. 

Mr. Cheney and Gen. PqweD 
went to Saudi Arabia to ask U.S. 
military commanders if the time 
was ripe for a land offensive. 

The timing is critical because 
ground fighting could lead to the 
.kind of heavy allied casualties 
U-.S. politicians fear would 
undermine domestic support for 

the war. 

One senior Bush administra- 
tion official, who asked not to be 
identified, told reporters that a 
U.S. force of more than 500,000 
in Saudi Arabia and the Gulf 
region was now fully deployed 

(Cortned on page 2) 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Israeli forces shot 
and wounded three Palestinians 
Sunday in an ambush near the 
West Bank city of Nablus, milit- 
ary sources said. 

“In the course of an operation 
' to catch wanted individuals lh 
Askar refugee camp this morn- 
ing, three locals were wounded 
from light weapons fire which hit 
them in the legs,” a military 
source said. 

He said the wounded were 
placed under arrest and taken to 
hospital for treatment 

Palestinian witnesses said sol- 
diers opened fire hi the camp 
shortly after the army lifted a 
curfew. Hundreds of refugees 
came out of their homes after the 
shooting but the army dispersed 
them with tear-gas and restored 
the curfew. 

Israel, in an effort to suppress 
Palestinian demonstrations in 
support of Iraq, imposed a blank- • 
et curfew on the 1.75 miffion resi- 
dents of the occupied territories 
when the Gulf war began. 

Palestinians have cheered Iraqi 
attacks on the Jewish state. Four 
people have been killed and some 
300 wounded by some of the 31 
Sends launched at Israel. 

The army has gradually lifted 


the curfew and began allowing 
some Arab workers back into 
' Israel Sunday. Military officials 
have threatened to reimpose the 
ban if any violence erupts. 

Palestinians said a curfew on 
three Gaza Strip refugee camps 
was lifted during tbe day Sunday 
but clashes broke out in Bureij 
camp and the curfew was res- 
tored. 

The body of a 26-year-old resi- 
dent of the West Bank village of 
Burin, also near Nablus, was 
found Sunday, Palestinian 
sources said. He was identified as 
Jamal Dirbas. They said he was 
kidnapped three days ago by 
masked activists on suspicion he 
helped Israeli forces. 

A military source said the army 
issued about 6,000 permits for 
workers to enter — about five per 
cent of those who worked in 
Israel before the war. 

But thousands of labourers did 
not return, apparently because of 
transport problems and confusion 
over where curfews were lifted. 

At the Erez checkpoint at the 
entrance to the Gaza Strip, sever- 
al Israel buses and employers 
waited for their workers^ About 
1,000 showed up, the army said. 

Some expressed fear that then- 
jobs had been taken by Israelis. 


King says no shift in position, 
U.S. misinterpreted his speech 


From Rania Atalla 
in Washington 

HIS MAJESTY King Hussein 
said Sunday that Jordan's only 
role in the Gulf war is as a 
humanitarian and said he was 
hurt that the United States bad 
misinterpreted his recent com- 
ments as a pronouncement of 
siding with Iraq. 

King Hussein, interviewed on 
the ABC news show “This Week 
with David Brinkley,” also de- 
nied charges that Jordan was a 
conduit for arms into Iraq. 

The King’s television interview 
followed a speech last week in 
which he bitterly criticised the 
U.S.-led attack against Iraq. 

The speech sparked sharp cri- 
ticism from President George 
Bush and prompted a review of 
U.S. aid to the Kingdom. 

A leading member of the U.S. 
Senate said Sunday the U.S. Con- 
gress should not authorise foreign 
aid to Jordan as long as the war 
with Iraq continues. 

Jordan 
scoffs at 
Saudi r 
reports 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan Sun- 
day denied reports carried by the 
Saudi Arabian media that it was 
exporting ammunition to Iraq for 
use in the Gulf war. 

Tbe Jordan News Agency, Pet- 
ra, quoted a senior government 
official as saying that Jordanian 
ammunition reportedly captured 
from Iraqi troops near Khafji had 
been exported to Iraq in 1982 and 
1983 with Saudi Arabian govern- 
ment assistance via the Saudi Red 
Sea port of Qadimeh. 

“Most of the Arab countries, 
including Jordan, had offered 
assistance to Iraq in the form of 
ammunition in the 1980s, but the 
ammunition allegedly found in 
Khafji is not used by the Jorda- 
nian Armed Forces, a fact which 
is well known to the Saudi au- 
thorities,’' the official said. 

Both Saudi Arabia and Jordan 
helped Iraq in its war with Iran, a 
conflict that ended in 1988. 

Sunday TV newscasts and the 
leading newspaper Al Riyadh 
showed pictures of crates of 
ammunit ion mar ked in English 
“GHO, Jordan Armed Forces, 
director of planning and organisa- 
tion, Amman, Jordan.” 

Al Riyadh splashed its article 
and photos in colour across its 
front page, plus a whole page of 
photos inside, and referred to 
arms as Well as ammuni tion. 

The alleged arms seizure in- 
itially was reported Friday by the 
Qatari News Agency. Allied 
military spokesman have not 
made statements on the incident. 

The Saudi news reports said 
the munitions were found with 
Iraqi soldiers captured in Khafji, 
the northeastern town of Saudi 
Arabia that they invaded and 
held for 36 hours last week. 

(Continued on page 5) 


Senator Richard Lugar, a 
member of the Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee, said Jor- 
dan should not receive the S50 to 
S55 million in foreign aid because 
“they are against us.” 

“I appreciate (King) Hussein, 
but I appreciate likewise constan- 
cy in friendship,” Mr. Lugar said 
in reference to what was consi- 
dered, until recently, a close 
U.S.-Jordanian relationship. 

Representative Lee Hamilton 
(D-Indians), a member of tbe 
House Foreign Affairs Commit- 
tee and chairman of the House 
Subcommittee on the Middle 
East and Europe, said be did not 
think Congress would approve or 
reapprove the S55 milli on aid to 
Jordan. 

But Mr. Hamilton reiterated 
what U.S. Secretary of State 
James Baker told Congress ear- 
lier this week, that the U.S. 
“ought not to be spiteful or 
vengeful” about Jordan's posi- 
tion. He said among the score of 
U.S. -Arab relationships with 


which Washington would have to 
address once the war is over, the 
relation with Jordan would be 
“among the most diffi cult.” 

Members of Congress, the 
U.S. administration and the 
media have all reacted rather 
negatively to Jordan's condemna- 
tion of the war against Iraq. Mr. 
Baker expressed particular con- 
cern over the fact that in last 
week’s speech. King Hussein 
made no reference to Iraq’s inva- 
sion of Kuwait. 

The King said Sanday he 
wanted to clarify that he had not 
mentioned the Aug. 2 Iraqi inva- 
sion of Kuwait in his speech 
“having done so zfllions of times 
before.' 1 

“On principle, and in fact, we 
have always been against the 
occupation of territory by war, 
and their annexation, regarding 
all the crises in this region, and 
certainly that applies to Kuwait. 
And our position has not changed 

(Continued on page 2) 


Saddam 

salutes 

Iraqis’ 

resistance 

NICOSIA (AP) — Iraqi Presi, 
dent Saddam Hussein Sunday sa- 
luted Iraq’s resistance to the 
“warplanes of shame” as he took 
to the airwaves with an inspir- 
ational message to a country de- 
vastated by unprecedented aerial 
bombardment. 

President Saddam described 
the patience and valor of the Iraqi 
people as “the force of faith on 
the frontline” in Kuwait, and be 
said Iraq wonld emerge victor 
rious, the Iraqi News Agency 
(INA) said. 

The president said the Iraqi 
people are more determined than 
ever despite tbe bombing that 
began Jan. 17, and he criticised 
U.S. President George Bosh for 
resorting to warfare instead of 
forging a peaceful solution to the 
Gulf crisis. 

(Continued on page 5) 


End assault first, then torn to 
issue of Kuwait, Iraq tells Iran 


By P.V. Vivekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Iraqi Deputy Prune 
Minister Saadoun Hamm ad i indi- 
cated Sunday that his country’s 
reply to an Iranian peace initia- 
tive was a caD for an end to the 
allied assault on Iraq before tack- 
ling tbe issue of Kuwait. 

Dr. Hammadi, addressing a press 
conference here, said the response, 
which be carried to Tehran Saturday, 
explained that wfaai is taking place is 
not about the issue of Kuwait. “The 
issue now is that of U.S. aggression 
and Zionist and imperialist aggression 
intended to destroy Iraq,” he said. 

Although Dr. Hammadi, who was 
received by His Majesty King Hus- 
sein Saturday, did not spell it out it 
was inherent in his comments that 
Iraq had informed Iran that tbe press- 
ing need of tbe day was to form a 
joint front to stop tbe allied assault on 
Iraq and then to take up the issue of 
Kuwait in order to settle it at a later 
date. 

“After repelling tbe aggression 
(against Iraq), resolving problems 


among Mistims will not be jfifiicult, 
will hot be imporaibiet” said Dr. 
Hammadi in an obvious reference to 
Iran's call. for Iraqi withdrawal from 
Kuwait He said Tehran would re- 
spond to the Iraqi position on its 
peace initiative after studying it 

It is believed that the Ir anian plan, 
sent to Iraqi President Saddam Hus- 
sein by his Iranian counterpart Ali 
Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani last 
week, calls on Baghdad to announce 
its intention to withdraw from Kuwait 
as the first phase in any peace pro- 
cess. This announcement will come in 
response to an appeal by Iranian 
supreme leader Ali Khamenei, along 
the same lines that the late Ayatollah 
Khomeini accepted President Sad- 
dam Hussein's call for a ceasefire in 
tbe Iran-Iraq war in August 1988, 
according to the initiative, which then 
goes on the outline six other points 
involving a mim-Islamic summit and 
demand for allied withdrawal, de- 
ployment of Islamic forces and nego- 
tiations. 

In his comments Sunday, Dr. Ham- 
madi said despite 24 days of con- 
tinuous air attacks the Iraqi people 
remain confident that they would 



Dr. Saadoun Hammadi 

emerge victorious from the con- 
frontation. 

Dr. Haanmadi said that his country 
was ready to enter “uncooditionar 
peace negotiations along the lines 
that the Arab League worked out for 
tbe accord which led to peace in 

(Continued on page 2) 


Velayati: Peace needs more work 


Combined agency dispatches 

IRAN, WHICH presented ideas 
to Iraq for an end to the Gulf 
war, said Sunday that more time 
was needed before peace could 
be achieved. 

“I think it needs more time and 
more effort,” Iranian Foreign 
Minister Ali Akbar Velayati told 
the American Cable News Net- 
work (CNN) in a satellite inter- 
view from Belgrade, Yugoslavia. 

Asked to comment on reports 
that Iranian President Ali Akbar 
Hashemi Rafsanjani was dis- 
appointed with the Iraqi response 
to Iran’s ideas to bait tbe war, 
Mr. Velayati said Baghdad's rep- 
ly was “not on the same level as 
we had expected.” 

Mr. Velayati, in Belgrade for a 
meeting of the Non-Alignment Move- 
ment (NAM), said Iran had hoped for 


a peaceful settlement of the crisis. 

“On the basis of this... we continue 
our efforts,'’ said Mr. Velayati. de- 
scribing Iraqi President Saddam Hus- 
sein’s reply to Mr. Rafsanjani ’s 
appeal as “comprehensive.’’ 

“We consider it (Iraq’s reply) posi- 
tively... but we have to study it more 
and Mr. Rafsanjani is going to rep- 
ly...,” he said. 

Iran is neutral in the Gulf war but is 
as critical of the invasion of Kuwait as 
it is of the sending of U.S. forces to 
the Gulf to fight Iraq. 

He told CNN that Tehran believed 
Baghdad had not ruled out a peaceful 
settlement to the Golf crisis. 

“What we could understand from 
the message of Saddam was they 
don’t rule out a peaceful settlement 
(but) If tbe other side (the U.S.-led 
allies) insist on war as the only solu- 
tion to this crisis... they (the Iraqis) 
are determined to continue the 
fight,” said Mr. Velayati. 

The foreign minister said Iran be- 
lieved the key to a settlement was an 


Iraqi withdrawal from Kuwait and the 
withdrawal of foreign forces from the 
Gulf. 

“These two important principles 
should be included in any peace 
plan... there are some ideas for 
peace, " be said. 

Mr. Rafsanjani criticised Iraq Sun- 
day for triggering the Gulf war by 
invading Kuwait. But he also attack- 
ed the United States for rushing into 
war against Iraq, saying Washington 
should have given United Nations 
economic sanctions more time to 
work. 

In remarks carried by Tehran 
Radio, Mr. Rafsanjani said U.S. 
objectives in the region were bound 
to go beyond driving Iraq from 
Kuwait otherwise Washington could 
have solved the Gulf cris is through 
peaceful means, 

“The Americans hurried in starting 
the military operations. If they had 
waited several months longer, the 

(Contfamcd oa page 2) 


Parliamentarians hall King’s speech to nation 


.AMMAN (J.T.) — Deputies 
Sunday hailed IBs Majesty King 
Hussein's address to tbe nation 
last week, renewed support for 
Iraq in its war with the U.S. and 
its allies and demanded extra 
measures to prepare the country 
for any eventaulity. 

Deputy 7’jari Abu Mahfouz, an 
Islamist from Zarqa, said that 
U.S. President George Bush con- 
sidered the King’s speech as anti- 
American. “Jordan is for sure 
against the massacre of Iraqi peo- 
ple,” Mr. Abu Mahfouz said. He 
stressed Jordan will not be 'intimi- 
dated by the American threat to 
review its aid to Jordan. “He 
(Bush) might deprive use of S55 


million, but Jordan will stay free 
and will live up to its principles.” 
He called for a review of Jordan's 
relations with the U..S. 

Amman Muslim Brotherhood 
Deputy Sheikh Abdul Munem 
Abu Zant rejected calls for cease- 
fire in the Gulf war. “Those who 
call for ceasefire only weaken our 
morale and strengthen that of the 
infidels,” he said. Sheikh Abu 
Zant proposed that Jordan sever 
its relations with the countries of 
the anti-Iraq alliance, especially 
“the head of the snake, Amer- 
ica.” . 

He said tjjpt Jordanians prefer 
to die rather chan succumb to 
American pressure over aid to 


the Kingdom. 

Irbid Brotherhood Deputy 
Ahmad Koufahi proposed a 
strategic treaty between the conn- 
tries that support Iraq and an 
allian ce between Arab and Mus- 
lim peoples. He also rejected a 
ceasefire. 

Deputy Deeb Anccs (Brother- 
hood from Zarqa) said that many 
young people who wanted to 
volunteer for tbe People’s Army 
were rebuffed. “They go time 
and again to People’s Army units, 
but every time they are told to 
come back,” he said. 

Madaba Deputy Abdul Hafiz 
Blawi, also from the Brother- 
hood, proposed that Jordan de- 


clare its rejection of all Security 
Council resolutions concerning 
the Gulf crisis and called on the 
House to support Iraqi President 
Saddam Hussein’s initiative of 
Aug. 12 that sought to link all 
Middle East crises. 

Deputy Issa Rimouni, (inde- 
pendent from Jerash) said that 
Amman that “sleeps on empty 
stomach is boiling like a volca- 
no.” Mr. Rimouni said its was a 
shame that Iraqi children and 
women are dying while some 
Arabs only pay h'pservice to their 
plight! 

He said that Arab masses had 
received the King’s address “with 
all respect and appreciation.” 
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Jordanians sign mass 
demand for weapons 


By Sana Atiyeh 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — About 100.000 
people across the Kingdom 
have signed a petition to par- 
liament to pressure the govem- 
ment into mobilising the 
population to defend Jordan 
against possible aggression or 
invasion on the country. 

With four large stacks of 

signed papers on a side desk at 

Zarka Deputy Bassam Hadda- 
din's office in Amman, four 
deputies Saturday reiterated 
calls to arm and train Jorda- 
nians to prepare them against a 
threat of Israeli aggression on 
the Kingdom. 

“Due to the continued col- 
onialist aggression on Traqi 
s read fast ness, the increased 
possibilities of invasion and 
aggression on the homeland 
and to strengthen the stead- 
fastness and popular ability to 
confront any Zionist aggres- 
sion on our land, the people of 
Jordan, call on you to live to 
your responsibility be initiating 
a government commitment to 
arm the people in order to 
defend the homeland," read 
the petition, which will be deli- 
vered to parliament soon. 

“The people's calls are con- 
stantly' being ignored by both 
the parliament and the goven- 
ment." Mr. Haddadu told a 
press conference. 

The deputy reiterated calls 
he made in Parliament last 
week on forming a high council 
comprising members of Parlia- 
ment. and cabinet, and union 
and political leaders to orga- 
nise a “complete mobilisation 
of the people.” 

Mr. Haddadin also sug- 
gested to develop the People’s 
Army, which already compris- 
es about 100,000 members and 
to “enhance the national unity 
by creating a bearable standard 
of living and putting a halt to 
mass dismissal from work.” 

He said that according to his 
records, over 700 people were 
dismissed from their jobs dur- 


Cheney 

f Continued from page 1) 

and ready for battle. 

Mr. Cheney said allied air raids 
may have reduced the strength of 
some Iraqi army divisions by up 
to 40 per cent. 

“It (Iraq's military) is not the 
force it was three weeks ago,” 
Mr. Cheney said on route to 
Washington from Saudi Arabia. 

“If you’re talking about ground 
forces. Tm sure you can find 
some divisions that may be down 
by as much as 40 per cent. But 
these are estimates... trying to 
count the number of tanks and 
armoured personnel carriers that 
have been destroyed,” he told 
reporters on his aircraft. 

Despite the most concrete pub- 
lic estimate he has given of Iraqi 
damage, Mr. Cheney said it was 
clear more damage could be done 
by coalition bombers before a 
commitment of ground forces 
from 700.000 troops to try and 
drive half a million Iraqi troops 
from Kuwait. 

He said after two days of talks 
with military commanders in 
Riyadh that the coalition must 
not underestimate Iraq, including 
the potential for an air-raid 
attempt on Saudi Arabia with 
chemical or biological bombs. 

Mr. Cheney and Gen. Powell 
made a refuelling stop at a 
NATO military’ base in Sigonella 
where Cheney had a short meet- 
ing with Italian Defence Minister 
Virgixiio Rognoni. 

As he did at a news conference 
in Riyadh earlier Sunday. Cheney 
refused to say what he and Gen. 
Powell might recommend to Mr. 
Bush. 

Earlier Mr. Cheney said that 
he did not believe a ceasefire in 
the war would work but that the 
conflict could end tomorrow if 
Iraq pulled its troops out of 


big the war and that the gov- 
ernment ahould intervene in 
protecting the rights of those 
who were fired. 

He also called for forming a 
new budget — “emergency 
budget” — for this fiscal year. 

“This is not the time to build 
roads or bridges, this is an 
emergency and the priority 
should be to strengthen the 
steadfastness of Jordan by pre- 
paring the country and its peo- 
ple to defend this land against 
any naked aggression.” Mr. 
Haddadin stressed, adding that 
there were not “even sufficient 
shelters to protect out civilians 
if we are attacked.” 

Mr. Haddadin commended 
his Majesty King Hussein's 
address to the nation last week 
and said that the people agreed 
with and applauded every sent- 
ence he stated. 

“This historic position will 
be registered in the conscience 
of every Arab and Jordanian 
citizen,” the deputy said. "We 
would just like to see that 
position translated into ac- 
tion.” 

Since the Gulf crisis broke 
out last August, several de- 
puties and political activists 
tried to pressure the governe- 
ment into arming the people. 
The government, in turn, 
opened the doors of the Peo- 
ple's Army for men and 
women aged between 18 and 
' 54 and opened more training 
centres across the Kingdom. 
However, they are not allowed 
to cany arms in their homes. 

“We are not convinced with 
the reasons given by the gov- 
ernment that there is a shor- 
tage of light arms for the peo- 
ple. We know understand that 
we have difficulties, but we 
also know that there are stocks 
of arms that can be given to the 
people,” Mr. Haddadin said. 

Amman Deputy Mansour 
Murad said that if the goveo- 
ment was 'really serious about 
defending Jordan, they should 
act upon it.” 


Kuwait. 

“I do not think that any kind of 
pause or ceasefire is in order,” 
Mr. Cheney told a news confer- 
ence Sunday. “I do not think it 
will accomplish anything.” 

“The war can end tomorrow if 
(Iraq) will get out of Kuwait I do 
not see any other way in which it 
can end." 

In Riyadh, British Foreign 
Secretary Douglas Hurd asserted 
Sunday that Iraqi's efforts to sow 
dissenti on among the Arab mem- 
bers of the allied coalition dearly 
have failed. 

Mr. Hurd also said the Kuwaiti 
government has agreed to give 
Britain about SI.3 billion toppled 
to help foot the bill for London's 
involvement in the War. 

A spokesman at the Foreign 
Office in London said it was the 
first large contribution from 
Kuwait to Britain. 

Mr. Hurd is on a Middle East 
tour that already has takerrhim to 
Egypt for talks with President 
Hosni Mubarak, and Taif, Saudi 
Arabia, where he met with the 
Kuwaiti regime in exile. He met 
Saturday night and Sunday with 
bis Saudi counterpart. Prince 
Saud A1 Faisal. 

Mr. Hurd was asked if the 
coalition aligned against Iraq 
risked splitting the longer time 
goes on without a resolution of 
the conflict. 

“I've not got any such impress- 
ion.” Mr. Hurd told reporters at 
a news conference. 

Bridge 

(Cootbmed from page 1) 

He said the allies might be 
underestimating Iraq's military 
capabilities in the ground, as 
well. 

After six months under a world 
trade embargo and more than 
three weeks of relentless allied air 


He added that the state has 
enoagh light arms to provide 
700,000 people. 

Deputy Fakhri Kawar, also a 
newspaper columnist, said it 
was obvious that Jordan was 
“targetted by Israel, the U.S. 
and its allies,” and accused the 
government and the House for 
not living up to the expecta- 
tions and demands of the peo- 
ple. 

“We don't want to dash with 
the government; all we are 
asking is to provide the people 

with the means to defend Jor- 
dan. We all agree that we want 
to defend Jordan,” Mr. Kawar 
commented. 

“We all have a responsibility 
to back up the armed forces 
and the People's Army, and we 
should be able to have one 
million of the population be- 
come armed soldiers, to create 
a popular resistance, if we are 
to defend Jordan rather than 
just use the rhetoric we hear 
and see in our local media.” 
Mr. Kawar asserted. 

Deputy Husni Shiyab, who 
also addressed the press con- 
ference, said that there was a 
gap between the “verbal and 
practical" positions in Jordan, 
adding that arming the popula- 
tion would “at least act as a 
form of deterrent against the 
Zionist expansionist schemes 
on Jordan.” 

“All our resources must be 
poured into being able to de- 
fend Jordan. In 1967 the peo- 
ple depended on (late Egyp- 
tian President) Jamal Abdul 
Nasser to achieve victory,” 
Mr. Shiyab said. “Now, at 
least the people are aware that 
they must — and they are 
prepared to — participate in 
this battle and cany out their 
responsibilities in gaining vic- 
tory." 

Mr. Haddadin said that such 
a decision would need a politic- 
al decision and that their jobs 
as members of Parliament was 
only to lobby in Parliament to 
pressure the government into 
accepting such decisions. 


attacks, Iraq’s Revolutionary 
Command Council (RCC) ordered 
the creation of popular commit- 
tees with sweeping powers to 
supervise food distribution. 

Decrees by the RCC, headed 
by President Saddam Hussein, 
that was published in newspapers 
Sunday stipulate that a report by 
any member of the committee 
was enough to incriminate any- 
one, without need for a court 
ruling, hoarding supplies. 

Government employees or pet- 
rol station owners could receive 
prison terras of up to three years 
and fines of 3.000 dinars (some 
$9,000 at the official exchange 
rate) for hoarding fuel. Fuel sup- 
plies to the public were banned 
last week. 

There has been no electricity 
and little water in the capital 
since the Gulf war erupted with 
massive allied air attacks early cm 
Jan. 17. 

One of the three economic 
decrees allows Iraqis to bring 
whatever goods they want from 
abroad without paying import 
duties or adhering to customs 
regulations. The apparent aim is 
to encourage trafficking of goods 
across the Iran-Iraq border to 
alleviate shortages caused by the 
economic embargo on Iraq. 

But women said their most 
difficult daily problem was trying 
to control their increasingly rest- 
less children, who are eating 
more as food becomes harder to 
find. 

"An hour after having break- 
fast. the children go on searching 
in the drawers for chocolates, 
biscuits or candy," said Suhaila, a 
mother of five. 

“We have stocked enought 
rice, cooking oil, sugar, and 
flour, but children, with nothing 
to do during the day. rather than 
play football in the street, con- 
sume three full meals a day be- 
sides in-between snacks,** she 
said. 


MIDDLE EAST NEWS IN BRIEF 


Syria: Saddam assassination call not state policy 

DAMASCUS (R) — An official Syrian newspaper urged Iraqis 
Saturday to assassinate President Saddam Hussein but a cabinet 
minister said this was not government policy. “The Iraqi army and 
the Iraqi people must liquidate him in cold blood so that the 
killing stops in our beloved Iraq,” A1 Thawra said in a front-page 
editorial. But Information Minister Mohammad Salman later told 
Reuters that Syria, for years a bitter political foe of Iraq, did not 
believe assassinations could solve political issues. “The deter- 
mination of the fate of Saddam Hussein is left for the Iraqi people 
whom we trust and in whom we have confidence in their ability to 
determine their fete,” be said. “Syria opposes assassinations." 
Syria has about 20,000 troops in the U.S.-led force fighting Iraq. 
Some went into action against Iraqi soldiers in the Gulf for the 
first rime this week. A1 Thawra said the only way to stop the 
“massacre” of the Iraqi army in an impending ground war was to 
eliminate President Saddam. 

U.S. soldiers ordered to keep rifles unloaded 

NORTHERN SAUDI ARABIA (R) — A U.S. divisional 

commander in the Gulf war has ordered his soldiers not to load 

their rifles unless on guard duty after a spate of accidental firings, 
the division's safety manager said. “The word is that we will not 
lock and load until contact with the enemy is imminent,” said Mel 
Kelder. civilian safety manager of the U.S. army 3rd armoured 
division. "In the area where we're located now. we're not in 
danger.” Mr. Kelder said divisional commander Major General 
Paul Funk ordered the safey measures after accidental firings of 
standard-issue M-16 rifles and other incidents among front-line 
units. No injuries were reported. Gen. Funk has also ordered all 
soldiers in the division to attend classes on handling and cleaning 
the semi-automatic M-16. 

Cobra crashes on takeoff 

SAUDI ARABIA (AP) — Two crewmen of a U.S. army attack 
helicopter escaped injury when their craft crashed and burned on 
takeoff earlier this week. The Thursday crash of the AH-1 Cobra 
was not combat related. Don Olson, commander of the second 
Armoured Cavalry Regiment's helicopter squadron, said the 
accident took place at one of the unit's desert outposts during a 
pre-dawn training mission. Information about the crash was 
released Saturday in a pool report. Colonel Olson did not release 
the names of the crew, who he said were wearing night vision 
goggles when the crash occurred. The craft apparently drifted 
sideways during takeoff. “The skid dug (into the sand), the 
helicoptor rolled and the aircraft landed on its top,” Olson said. 
The helicopter's load of anti-tank missiles, rockets and gun 
ammunition exploded in the resulting fire. The Cobra, the oldest 
in the squadron, had been shot down twice in Vietnam. 

Cloud of smoke covers Iran’s province 

NICOSIA (R) — A cloud of thick smoke, possibly from damaged 
Iraqi refineries and oil wells, floated over the Iranian bolder 
province of Ilam Sunday, the national Iranian news agency IRNA 
reported. The agency said the smoke was moving north from 
Ilam. which is level with Baghdad, towards the neighbouring 
province of Bakhtaran. IRNA, reporting from, the Iran-Iraq 
border, said the “smoke may be caused by the air and missile 
attacks of the U.S.-ied allied forces on Iraqi refineries and oil 
wells.” On Saturday, IRNA said heavy black smoke sweeping 
from Iraq blanketedthe Kordestan provincial capital of Sanandaj 
and the town of Mari van. Allied planes have been pounding 
targets across Iraq, including the major oil centre of Kirkuk in the 
north, 230 kilometres west of Sanandaj, since shortly after the 
start of the Gulf war on Jan. 17. 

- .S- .... ■ . • 

Palestinians burned alive in air attack 

TUNIS (R) — Planes from the anti-Iraq alliance bombed a bus 
outside of Kuwait City Saturday, incinerating Palestinian and 
other passengers, the Palestinian news agency Wafa reported 
Sunday. Wafa said eight Palestinians were burned alive in the bus 
travelling on the main highway from Kuwait City to the suburb of 
A1 Ahmadi. Two Palestinian children died after being thrown out 
of the vehicle. It was the third time Wafa has reported Palestinian 
victims in Kuwait since the outbreak of the Gulf war Jan. 17. 
Some 150.000 Palestinians now live in the emirate, forming the 
largest foreign community. 

Mysterious explosion near U.S. ship 

ABOARD THE USS NICHOLAS (AP) — The U.S. navy is 
investigating a mysterious explosion near this frigate that crew- 
men say was a missile. Mark Walker, a navy public affairs officer, 
said the frigate was operating near the battleship USS Missouri 
around 4 a.ra. (0100 GMT) on Feb. 4 when crewmen heard a 
rocket motor overhead. Crewmen said the missile crossed the 
Nicholas' bow and detonated about 20 metres off the starboard 
beam. There was a bright flash and lookouts aboard the ship said 
they felt the beat from the blast. Dennis Morral, the ship's 
captain, said he initailly thought his ship was too close to the 
Missouri's 16-incb guns. Shrapnel from the explosion hit the ship’s 
superstructure, but there were no injuries or serious damage. The 
fragments were sent ashore for analysis to determine the type of 
weapon and its origin. The Nicholas has been on patrol in the 
northern Gulf since before the war began. It was on anti-aircraft 
patrol with the battleships Wisconsin and Missouri at the time of 
the incident. 

Palestinian- American charged with murder 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM — A Palestinian-American who was 
extradited from the United States was charged on Snnday with 
murder in a 1986 machine gun attack on an Israeli bus. The court 
formally charged Mahmud Atta with opening fire on a bus 
carrying Jewish settlers in the occupied West Bank. The driver 
was killed and a passenger wounded. Mr. Atta, 37, also known as 
Mahmoud Abed Ahmed, pleaded not guilty, his lawyer. Leah 
Tsemel. said. She said that prosecutors presented the charges 
before a three-judge panel and that Mr. Atta could be sentenced 
to life if found guilty. Mr. Atta, an American citizen, was arrested 
by U.S. authorities in 1987. Last August the U.S. supreme court 
rejected his final appeal against extradition. He has been in Israeli 
police custody since. Two of Mr. Atta's cousins were convicted of 
taking part in the attack and were given life sentences. 


King 
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an iota in that particular regard,” 
the King said. 

“What we are against, and 
what I mentioned in my speech, 
was my worry and concern as 
someone who has sought peace 
and the peaceful solution to this 
problem from the outset,” King 
Hussein said. “My disappoint- 
ment is great, and that of the 
people of Jordan and the Arabs 
and many in the world, over the 
fact that instead of peace, there is 
this terrible war. 

"... I do not see why my 
statement, my appeal for peace, 
has been so misunderstood and 
misinterpreted.” 

On Iraqi missile attacks on 

Israel, the King said: 

“Iraq probably feels that it is 
being strode by the United States. 
And it’s striking at strategic allies 
of the United States.” 

Mr. Hamilton and Mr. Lugar 
were questioned by Brinkley af- 
ter the interview with King Hus- 
sein. 

Secretary Baker told CBS-TVs 
“Face the Nation" programme 
that Washington was dis- 
appointed by King Hussein’s 
statements, but sought to pre- 
serve U.S. -Jordanian relations. 

“There is no, right now, attrac- 
tive alternative to that regime, 
and we've said that for a long 
time,” Mr. Baker said. “Clearly, 
he’s got some extraordinary 
pressures on him domestically, we 
understand that, but that doesn't 
make it any easier when he 
speaks in the tone and the way he 
did in that particular speech.” 
King Hussein said in Sunday's 
interview Arabs were worried ab- 
out the meaning of the “new 
world order” that many observers 
have said the Gulf war will 
herald. 

“We're very confused about 
what we feel is special attention 
paid to one problem and the lack 
of it on another, not that we have 
any donbt that the Kuwaiti prob- 
lem, the Iraqi problem had prece- 
dence since it came about the way 
it did,” the King said. “But we 
need the linkage with something 
else. We need to know exactly 
where we are going. We need a 
commitment to resolve other 
problems. We need a dialogue.” 
King h ossein said on reports 
that Jordan had violated a U.N. 
embargo on shipments of arms 
and other material to Iraq were 
“totally untrue.” 

“Unfortunately, -wc don’t 1 have 
tiie luxury of having so many PR - 
(public relations) firms to put our 
case across in Washington or in 
the United States,” said the King. 

He said the diplomatic rift with 
Washington has hurt Jordanians. 

“Our relationship was not 
based on material considera- 
tions,” King Hussein said. “We 
are facing enormous difficulties, 
but we are not that cheap. And 
believe me, we are proud to be 
friends of friends who treat us 
with mutual respect and who seek 
to be our friends, and we will be 
there as always. 

“And I hope that all of this will 
be behind us some day, and I 
hope for peace in this region and 
for stability in this region.” 

Velayati 

(C ontinue d from page 1) 

serious effects of the economic 
embargo would have manifested-’ 
themselves, ” be added. 

An envoy of Soviet President 
Mikhail Gorbachev is expected in 
Baghdad in the next 24 hours carrying 
a warning of grave consequences if 
Iraq fails to withdraw from Kuwait. 
Arab diplomats said Sunday. 

They said Mr. Gorbachev's Gulf 
envoy. Yevgeny Primakov, would not 
be carrying any initiative. 


Iraq 


(C on tinued from page 1) 

their agents such as Fahd, Hosni 
and some of the treacherous and 
cowardly rulers in the region — 
this would impair Iraq’s right to 
its territorial integrity that ex- 
tends from Zakbo (close to Tur- 
key) to Kuwait, or its legitimte 
Pan-Arab role of liberating the 
people and land of Palestine and 


liberating all the Muslim holy 
places.” 

The newspaper repeated Iraq's 
threat to attack the interests of 
nations participating in the U.S.- 
led multinational force. 

It said “What we want Bush to 
understand dearly .and without 
any ambiguity is that Iraq's cour- 
age and resolve and its arsenals of 
men and weapons qualify it, or 
are enough, to achieve victory 
and to destroy the invaders, their 
interests, and their agents.” 
Baghdad Radio also said the 
United States was withholding 
information on casualties sus- 
tained by its forces in the Gulf. 

“Scores of planes are being 
downed in flames and scores of 
American and Atlantic pilots are 
either being killed, ’captured, or 
mroang- However, the American’ 
people know nothing about this,” 
the radio said. 

Hammadi 
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Lebanon, but he rejected any Amer- 
ican involvement in the process. 

Dr! Hammadi, a member of the 
ruling Revolutionary Command 
Council of Iraq, said he discussed 
with King Hussein the latest develop- 
ments in. the Gulf war and “conveyed 
Iraq's views and assessment of the 
situation.” 

He paid tribute to Jordan’s position 
in die conflict, but refused to be 
drawn into characterising the King- 
dom's stand as “neutral” or suppor- 
tive of Iraq. But be referred to recent 
remarks by the King that the war 
against Iraq was actually a war against 
the Arabs and Muslims as an indica- 
tor of Jordan’s position. 

The United Slates contends that 
the long’s remarks meant that Jordan 
was with Iraq. Senior Jorda- 
nian officials have categorically de- 
nied the charge saying there was no 
shift whatsoever in the position but 
the’ tone and language of the King- 
dom bad sharpened and become 
“more straightforward” as a. result of 
the devastating nature of the allied 
attack on Iraq. 

Dr. Hammadi accused the U.S. of 
"aborting all efforts for a solution to 
the problem within an Arab context” 
and Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak of preempting a mini-Arab 
summit in the early days of the crisis 
which could have produced an “Arab 
solution” and of "providing an Arab 
cover for aggression against Iraq.” 

“We still support an Arab solution 
and are ready to enter unconditional 
negotiations if the U.S. reiinqtusbes 
its aggressive designs in the region,” 
be said. “Wbo gave die right to the 
U.S. interfere in the region?” he 
asked. 

Dr. Hammadi called on Arab coun- 
tries to extend support for Iraq by 
severing diplomatic relations with 
Washington and its allies hi the anti- 
Iraq coafitioo.. I 

__ «3ffhe least that Arab-countries can 
do oBT political level is to boycott 
diplomatically all countries of the 
impcrialist-Atlantic (NATO) Zionist 
aggression...,’' Dr. Hammadi told die 
press conference, the first held by a 
senior Iraqi official outside B a g hd a d 
after the allied forces started war on 
Jan. 17.. 

Baghdad severed dipkxnSatic rela- 
tions with the U.S. and its main . 
partners in the coalition — ’ Britain, 
Italy, France, Egypt and Sandi Ara- 
bia — last week. 

Most of Dr. Ha nm nadi’s comments 
during the two-hour press conference 
on Snnday were reaffirmation and 
reiteration of known Iraqi positions. 
He carefully avoided direct answers 
to several key questions related to 
Iraqi-Iranian contacts and to the 
mysterious flight to Iran of over 100 
Iraqi warplanes representing the 
cream of the country's air force. 

Although he declined comment on 
what the strategy was behind the 
moving of warplanes to Iran saying it 
was a “military matter,” he implied 
that they could be used at a later stage 
in the war. 

“We are prepared for a protracted 
war.” he said. “And we are ready to 
continuing fighting until final victory 
regardless of the sacrifices involved.” 
He also called for a united Islamic 
from against the U.S.-led coalition 
saying that joining Iraq “is taking 
sides between right and wrong, Mus- 
lims and Infidels, revolutionaries and 
reactionaries.” 

The Non-Aligned Movement, 
whose ministers are meeting this 
week. Dr. Hammadi said, “could call 
for an end to the war and a peaceful 
settlement on the basis of the princi- 
ples of the movement and the charter 
of tire United Nations” and should 
also denounce the allied assault on 
civilians and civilian installations in 
Iraq. 

Dr. Hammadi rejected Western 
mafia suggestions that tire morale of 
tire Iraqi army was running low after 
being subjected to tire heaviest air 
assault in history with some of the 
most sophisticated weapons ever cre- 
ated and there had been mass deser- 


tions from the aimed forces. 

“I want to categorically deny tire 
reports,” he said. -TWre could be a .4g 
few isolated incidents (of desertions), 
and perhaps one should labo took at | 

the other side (for . M 

If anything, he said, have 
■ millio ns of volunteers ■" ' ncllI “® -/M 
Iraqi s living outside... Jf? 1 ,, ‘ J1 

join the armed forces aw* “ 8 ™* ' :--^§ 

“We are confident of victocymffie -Jg 

war,” be said. “The morale of f £° ' T^g 
Iraqi people is high... the will of the . • . J 

Iraqi people is strong and we have |I 
accepted tins challenge,” he said. . _ 
“The aggressor wfil not go un- rfj g 
punished,” he vowed. “We arc in •_ -.SI 
agreement (with the allied forces) ji 

that the war will be very long... -48 

He abo warned ’that relations be- .3 

tween the U-S. and the Arab World -sg 
“will not be restored for centuries and 
those countries (America's- parmere ■ 

in the coafitkra) wfll remain out of the . jj* 
region for ever.” ' 1*2 

Dr. Hammadi, who served as 
speaker of the Iraqi parliament be- 
fore being named deputy prime 7'*$^ 
minister, said the aerial assaults had 
caused “thousands of dviliaD casual- 
ties." It was the first official Iraqi ,4|| 
acknowledgement of massive civilian 
casualties since the wax began. War . 
communiques have put the figure 

around 600. _ . ... 

“The aggression is now directed 
towards widespread destruction of '• 

civilian targets and the Iraqi people,” . .||j 

he said. ... • ; J§§ 

He supported his argument with 
two examples: In an open desert 
stretch between Najaf and Karbala, a ' 
group of shepherds tending their cat- - 
tie was “massacred" m air attacks. At :jjj§| 
least 32 shepherds were killed and the - 
ratti* was totally wiped out, he said. . /iSg 
Dr. Hammadi also cited repeated 
attacks on the AJ Joumbouriya bridge 
across the Tigris River in Baghdad. ■ 

The allied forces completed wrecking -’-iM 
the bridge on Friday.. Dr. Hammadi 
said that the bridge was “a. civilian 
bridge with no militar y justification.'’ 

Dt. Hammadi, who later flew to 
Libya on the first leg of a North .-i*3 
African tour, said his talks with Arab _ 
leaders were aimed at explaining tire , : ^Jf 
destructive nature of the allied war on - j=j| 

Iraq away from the goal of ‘Uberat- 
mg" Kuwait and to solicit support for v - ; J| 
Baghdad. 

Directly referring to Egypt and 
Syria — two of America’s staunchest, 

Arab allies in the coafition — ^ Df. 
Hammadi said: “The voice of' 

Arab masses in support of Iraq is not; - 
heard since they live under pressma^^ ^^ ^ 
and have no means to express 
In general, “it will take some 
to (mobilise) the Arab masses 
are on the side of Iraq,” he sai^^^^^- 
"They have no reason to recognb B^^^ a--- 
the Security Council resototioi^Ejg - 
which are aimed at the destruction oP|| 
another Arab country. They should -p 
be able to pressure their governments '■ 
into taking diplomatic action,” he vlgjj 
said. 

Dr. Hammadi rejected the so- 
called new world order avowedly 
pursued by the United States saying 
thatjt would oniy be a forum for 

yrafl fl ibjii p vtion of \ ~ 
ihfrSSevelopmg world through "im- 
perialism and neo-colonialis m in an 
ugfier form ,in the name of interna- 
tional legitimacy." And he cautioned 
the “snail poor states to be alert" 
against the idea since “the equilib- 
rium” in international relations was 
missing as a result of “the unity of the 
five permanent members of the 
Security Council in blatant aggres- 
sion... by virtue of their interests.” 

Dr. Hammadi said Iraq was mot 
bothered by Israeli statements that 
the Jewish state was bolding back 
retaliation for Iraqi missile attacks. 

“We are in a state of war with Israel; 
tius is weO known,” he said. “Israel is 
a major dement in this crisis. It has 
played a great roie in poshing the 
U.S. into war... and is participating in 
the war." 

The minister was asked how Iraq 
-viewed the role of countries which do 
not necessarily take direct pan in the 
war but extend facilities to the allied 
forces. He replied: “All forces in the 
aggression against Iraq will be held 
equally responsible send they win 
account for their responsibility sooner - 
or later." 

*nie mi n i s ter said he had no person- 
al information of a missing crew of 
the American CBS television network 
(some reports have suggested that the 
four, who went missing last month 
were caught by the Iraqis). Dr. Ham- 
madi said Saudi Arabia was responsi- 
ble for the safety of the four since it 
was from Saudi territory that they 

went missing. 

However, he said, “we respect the 
media and press, and before (the 
outbreak of the war) as well as during 
the war we have done this and will 
continue to do so.” 

In reply to a question on reports 
that Iraq had denied the International 
Comm ittee of the Red Cross (ICRCJ 
access to captured allied airmen, 

Iraq’s Minuter of State for For eign 
Affairs Said A1 S hah ha f told the press 
conference that an ICRC team was 
already in Baghdad. Mr. Shahhaf 
accused the allies of ignoring and 
violating Geneva conventions, and 
said: “When they start respecting the 
Geneva conventions, we will also do 
so.” 



PRAYER TIMES 

Syrian Orthodox Church Tel. 771751. 
Amman International Church Tel. 

05:91 . 


685326. : 

06:19 . 

(Sunrise 1 Doha 

ETangeflcal Lutheran Church Tel: 

11:50 . 


81 1295. 

14:53 ■ 


The Church of Jem Christ of Latter- 

17-JO . 


Day Saints Tel. SKS817. 654932. 

18:39 . 

‘lsha 

- 
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CHURCHES 

St Mjuj of Namratb Church Sweifkh 
Tel. 810740 

Assemblies of Cod Church, Td, 

632783. 

St Joseph Church Tel. 624590. 
Church or the Anmudattoa TcL 
637440. 

De la Sille Church Tel. 661757 
Terraranta Church Tel: 622366 
Church of the Annunciation Tel. 
623541. 

AngUcu Church Td. 625383. Tel. 
628543. 

Annadu Cathode Church Td. 

771331. 

Armenian Orthodox C hurch Tel. 
775261. 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Department of 
Meteomhgy. 

Another rise in temperatures wjfl 
take place and some clouds appear at 
different altitudes. 

Minimal, temp. 

Amman 4/16 

Aqaba .. 9 / 23 

Deserts 2 ' 17 

Jordan Valley 7 / 22 

Yesterday's high temperatures: Am- 
man 15. Aqaba 20. Humidity readings: 
Amman 32 per cent. Aqaba 31 per 
cent. 


USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 


AMMAN: 

Dr. Bassam Karadshch 

Dr. Ranm AJ Mioawi 

Dr. Nabil Al Maridi 

Dr. Abdul HadiTayycm 

Fins pharmacy 

Ferdows pharmacy 

AJ Asema pharmacy 

Nwroukh pharmacy 

AlSalam pharmacy 

Yacoub pharmacy 

Shmeoam pharmacy 


. 796200 
■ 3*M7K 
.615338 
.620115 
. 661912 
.778336 
.637055 
.623672 
.636730 
.644945 
.637660 


RBI Di 

Dr. ftadwan Al Saad ( — ) 

Al Sbaraa' pharmacy 275825 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Raoda Sbahm ( — ) 

Khalifeh pharmacy 985417 


EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre 637111 

Gvil Defence Department 661111 

Civil Defence I mm ed ia te 

Rescue 630341 

CW2 Defence Emergency 199 


Rescue Police ..... 192,621111.637777 

fire Brigade- 891228 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police — 843402 

Traffic PoBee 896390- 

fabfc&xsrity Department 630321 

Hotel Onnptaina 605800 

Price Complaints 661176 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaint*..,—.. 897467 

Amman Mnmripality 

Compiamts 7871U 

Telephone Information 
fcErectory assistance) 121 

Overses Odls 010230 

Centra] Amman Telephone 
Repain 623101 


AbdaJi Telephone Repairs 661 1Q1 

Jordan Television 773111 

Radio Jordan ...774111 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Hfectridiy Authority ... 81561 j 
Electric Power 

Company 636381 

RJ Flight Information 08-53200 

Queen Aha Inti. Airport 08-53200 


HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 313813/32 

KbaUdi Maternity. J. Amn... 644281/6 
AMeh Maternity, J. Ann.... 642441/2 


Jabal Amman Maternity 642362 

Mathas. J. Amman >.636140 

Palestine . S h mdsatri .......... 664171/4 

Shmeisam Hospital 669131 

Umvexshy Hospital 845845 

Al-Muashtj Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic, Abdafi 666127/37 

Al-Ahli. Abdali £64164/6 

Itafian. AKMobajtBen ........ 777101/3 

Al- Bashir, J. Ashrafich ...... 775111/26 

Army. Marta 891611/15 

Queen Afia Hospital 602240/50 

Atnai Hospital 674155 

ZARQAs 

ZwqaGovt. Hospital (09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital .. (09)991071 
Itm Sun Hospital (09)986732 

IRBID: 

Princess Basina Hospital .. (02)275555 
Creek Catholic Hospital (02)272275 

Ibn A] Nafees Hospital (02)247! 00 

AQABA; 

Princess Haya Hospital.... (03)314111 

market prices 

VppetftowBT price ia Bk per kg. 


Apple 550 / 480 

Banana — 500 / 450 

Banana (Mokammar) 450 / 400 

5°?“ 520 / 450 

100/ 50 

200/150 

150/100 

Cucumber? (small) 300 / 250 

P 8 **? • 500 / 400 

“SSPtaat 200/150 

1600/1400 

tf” 00 200/150 ■ 

150/100 - 

Marrow (snwl) ...... ...: 320/280 

Oman toy) «... 270/220 

Oman (green) 180/120 

Otai 600 / 500 

Onngc 500-/ 200 ' ! 

Pepper (hot) 360/280 

£W“(*w*ti 220/180 

Tom ^ 200/150 







Her Majesty inquires about living conditions from local inhabitants 
(Petra photo) 



Queen Inspects service centres 
md projects In Jordan Valley 


>)EIR ALLA (J.T.) — Her 
"^ vfajesty Queen Noor Sunday 
oured the Jordan Valley region, 
’ ^Visiting the rural areas and listen- 
• '.'■'iig to officials outlining projects, 
~ die agricultural situation and ser- 
.r- vice centres for the local popula- 
y .don 

Dr. Abdul Aziz Wishah, 
/.'secretary-general of the Jordan 
•IT; Valley Authority (JVA). pre- 
seated a briefing to the Queen 
? about the region’s general econo- 
.-.1 mic and social development, and 
accompanied the Queen on a tour 
•• 1 : of (be Deir Alla water project 
which provides drinking water to 
• the Balqa, Amm an, and Zarqa 
^^ovemo rates. 


The Queen met with directors 
r; of departments of agriculture and 
beads of municipal and village 


councils and also with housewives 
and fanners, hearing their re- 
quests and their problems. 

The Queen was informed ab- 
out the problems facing the local 
community and the shortage in 
social services from the Deir 
Alla mayor and local notables. 

Accompanied by officials, the 
Queen later toured villages along 
the northern and western regions 
of the valley and visited one of 
the local households, learning ab- 
out the family’s living, health, 
and social conditions. 

The health centre “at Kfaddi 
was the next leg of the Queen’s 
tour where she was told that 
30,000 inhabitants benefit from 
the centre's services. 

The Queen examined the 
emergency preparations and the 


plans taken by the health ministry 
and civil defence. 

Among the other places visited 
by the Queen was a children's 
nursery and a nearby charity 
bazaar which displayed local 
crafts. The Queen presented the 
centre with furniture and chil- 
dren's toys and books to be used 
by the nursery, and the JVA 
promised to make available a 
piece of land to the local Jordan 
Valley Women's Society. 

The Queen also toured two 
model farms producing cucum- 
bers and strawberries and was 
briefed on modern techniques 
being followed in fanning and 
vegetable production. 

Noor A1 Hussein Foundation 
(NHF) director general, Inaam 
A1 Mufti, who accompanied the 


Queen on the tour, said that the 
NHF will take the proper proce- 
dures aimed at introducing im- 
provements to the standard of 
living of the local people in the 
area a 'move that is hoped to 
contribute towards the overall 
socio-economic development of 
the country. 

General Union of Voluntary 
Societies (GUVS) president, 
Abdullah A1 Khatib, who was 
present, said that GUVS was 
offering a donation of JD 4,300 in 
the name of Queen Noor to buy 
food supplies and clothing for the 
needy families in the Jordan Val- 
ley region. 

The Civil Service Consumer 
Corporation (CSCC) also 
announced its contribution of 
food supplies for the poor fami- 
lies. 


Parliamentarians explain dangers 


Cypriot minister esteems peaceful 
role of Jordan on Gulf, Palestine 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The foreign 
minister of Cyprus, George Iaco- 
vou, Sunday voiced his govern- 
ment's appreciation of the en- 
deavours being exerted by His 
Majesty King Hussein to help 
bring about peace in the Gulf and 
said that non-aligned nations and 
Cyprus hope that the Palestine 
and the Gulf questions can be 
settled by peaceful means. 

“We feel that Jordan is going 
through very difficult circumst- 
ances because of the war in the 
Gulf," the minister said at a 
meeting with Speaker of the Low- 
er House of Parliament Abdul 
Latif Arabiyat. 

"The fact that Jordan is uot 
represented in the upcoming Bel- 
grade meeting of non-aligned 
countries' foreign ministers 
prompted me to come to Amman 
and learn about Jordan's views 
with regard to the Gulf crisis 
specially since King Hussein has 
been playing a peaceful role from 
the start,” the Cypriot foreign 
minister said at the meeting 
which was attended by deputies 
and a number of officials. 

For his pan. Arabiyat pointed 
to the dangers inherent in the 
continuing aggression on Iraq and 
the destruction of the Iraqi peo- 
ple and their cultural and econo- 
mic infrastructure. Arabiyat also 
noted that the allied forces have 
been waging an economic war on 
Jordan and tiying to mar the 
Kingdom's image as a neutral 


state seeking a peaceful and just 
solution to the Gulf issue. 

The House speaker urged Cyp- 
rus to play an effective role in the 
Belgrade meeting to end the war, 
and urged the foreign minister to 
convey to his government Jor- 
dan’s desire to maintain very 
strong ties of cooperation and 
friendship with the Cypriot peo- 
ple. 

Iacovou . Sunday met with 
Speaker of the Upper House of 
Parliament and said that his coun- 
try backs the idea of an interna- 
tional conference for a just peace 
in the Middle East. 

He said that war can achieve no 
solution but can rather result in 
further destruction and more suf- 
ferings for innocent people. 

"Cyprus has always expressed 
its full support for the Palestinian 
people's struggle to regain their 
legitimate rights in Palestine,” 
the foreign minister said. 

Lawzi for his part said that 
Jordan seeks peace and the im- 
plementation of international 
legitimacy to settle all problems. 

"The absence of justice and a 
just solution for the Palestine 
problem have exposed the Mid- 
dle East to continued tension and 
wars,” Lawzi said at the meeting 
which was attended by House 
members. 

He said that the Non-Aligned 
Movement can play an effective 
role in bringing about peace and 
in ending the aggression on Iraq. 



Cypriot Foreign Minister George lacovoo holds discussions with 
the speaker of the Upper House (above) and the Speaker and other 
Lower House parliamentarian'; (below). 




, Jordanian poets, writers, mnsfor us and various protest aggression and destruction of cultural sites 

. other fine artists march to the U-'<- headquarters to in Iraq (Petra photo) 


Artists, writers demand halt 
to destruction of Iraqi culture 


EC grants 
$45.5m to 
Palestinians 
in occupied 
territories 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The Euro- 
pean Community (EC) has de- 
rided to allocate a grant of $45.5 
million for the Palestinian 
population in the Israeli-occupied 
Arab territories, according to an 
, announcement here by EC 
ambassador to Jordan, Christian 
ufalkowski. 

" The ambassador said that the 
aid will be used for the purchase 
of 26,300 tons of wheat, 4,600 
tons of milk powder, 3,100 tons 
sugar and 1.700 tons of vegetable 
oil and nearly $8 million will 
be utilised for the purchase of 
other products and to cover the 
transport costs of this aid. 

The aid is geared to cover the 
food requirements of the Palesti- 
nians stemming from the difficul- 
ties of supply and realising the 
considerably reduced income for j 
the Palestinians as a consequence i 
of the curfew, and will be distri- 
buted through UNRWA, FaJ- 


By Odeh Odeh 

Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — Jordanian artists. 
■■ intellectuals, writers, musicians, 
~ journalists and poets marched in 
‘ Amman Sunday in a show of 
protest against the ongoing 
aggression on Iraq and deman- 
v (fog that the world community 
stop the war which has killed 
civilian people and destroyed 
cultural centres. 

The marchers, carrying posters 
cond emning the U.S.-led aggres- 
^ sion, handed the U.N. resident 
representative here, Ali Atiqa, a 

- note addressed to the United 
Nations Secretaiy-Geneal to stop 

- the brutal aggression 

The marchers, who walked 
• from the Professional Association 
Complex to the U.N. office in 
■ "Shmeisam, called on the United 
' Nations to shoulder its historic 


.responsibility by acting to arrest 
:,t he d estruction of the cultural 
heritage in Iraq and the killing of 
^ihe civilian population. 

>: “We rely on the awareness of 
-■.-he world organisation to stop 
c -his vicious conquest and its sinis- 
- *r aims of shaking the founda- 
tion of the great human house 
tad land of people and reversing 
he march of civilisation for the 
— efit of colonial hegemony,” 
aid tiie note. 

The note pointed out that 
facets of civilisation are being 
deliberately and brutally des- 
troyed in Iraq, and it is the duty 
I.f good men everywhere to work 
,• amestly to stop this bramble 
t devastation.” 

1 , President of the Jordan Press 
t association (JPA), Hasbem 
r-Juefsat, told the Jordan Times 
‘.at the U.S. and its allies are 
.(Xnmittmg a barbaric act in Iraq 
. a gainst humankind at large. 

• hreisat. who took part in the 
. I arch appealed to the world in- 
: Actuals to stop the massacre 
, A Urmitted by the war criminals 
< ^td those who mock human ervi- 
•, ation and culture. 

! a Among the - marchers were 
■ * aywright Jamal Naji, artist 
Vahmond Taha Barishi, librarian 


Yousef Qandeel and poet Abdul 
Rahim Omar who presented the 
momorandum to Atiqa on behalf 
of the marchers. 

For his part, Atiqa said that the 
devastating war on Iraq was not a 
United Nations war on the Arab 
country, and that the world com- 
munity has failed in its duty to 
implement U.N. resolutions con- 
cerning the Arab- Israeli conflict. 

Following the march, the 
"Save the Cultural Heritage in 
Iraq Committee,” which orga- 
nised the protest, distributed the 
following appeal: 

APPEAL 

To all cultural organisations in 
the world including writers, 
poets, playwrights, musicians, 
journalists, librarians as well as 
university professors, architects, 
plastic artists, and all concerned 
persons and those who have deep 
responsibilities for the protection 
of human culture throughout his- 
tory. 

The Iraqi cultural sites includ- 
ing those in Baghdad, Ninva, 
Babylon, Najaf and the rest of 
the archaeological and historical 
treasures are now exposed to a 
brutal and inhuman bombard- ' 
meat on the part of the U.S.-led 
military coalition in the Gulf. 

The great heritage of Iraq 
along the Tigris and Euphrates 
rivers is not the sole ownership of 
Iraq but it is rather the property 
of the whole human family and j 
mankind. - 

The world seems totally obli- 
vions of the fact that this unpre- 
cedented destruction of the cultu- 
ral treasures of Iraq by Cruise 
wiwq'ip* and B52 bombers is con- 
tinuing unabated. 

The destruction, which means 
the loss of these treasures that 
relate human culture, has no pa- 
rallel in world history even under 
the Nazis who invaded Paris in 
the Second World War, avoiding 
the city’s cultural, centres. 

President Mitterrand of France 
as well as the American president 
and the British prime minister 
have to remember all this since ; 


their nations are actively involved 
in this alliance, waging aggression 
on Iraq and its great cultural 
heritage. 

Jordanian intellectuals appeal 
to all lovers and advocates of 
human culture to raise their 
voices and call for an immediate 
ceasefire in the Gulf and a halt to 
all the horrible destruction of 
cultural sites which had survived 
for more than 7,000 years under 
the Assyrians, Chaldeans, Acca- 
dians and others, and have been 
preserved by the Iraqi people 
throughout the years. 

We look to all world intellec- 
tuals as a highly influential pow- 
er, calling on them to organise an 
international campaign for saving 
the Iraqi cultural heritage before 
it is too late, and before the 
destruction of the treasure be- 
comes a lasting reality. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Lower 
House of Parliament Sunday 
approved two bills and referred 
29 requests from various deputies 
to the government to consider. 
The two bills contained minor 
amendments to standing laws. 

- The requests included demands 
by various deputies for increased 
government services for their 
constituencies. One deputy, 
Faisal Ai Jazi, from the South 
Bedouins asked that his home- 
town of Al Hussetneh be adminis- 
tratively upgraded and provided 
with an office for family affairs, a 
rural development centre, a ve- 
terinarian clinic, a department of 
lands and surveys, a courthouse, 
a water authority office, an elec- 
tricity authority office and hous- 
ing units for the tribes of Taqat- 
q ah and Nowjrah. 

Earlier in the session, the 
House reviewed a letter from the 
Minis try of Planning detailing the 

history of the Private Enterprise 
and Technical Resources Assist- 


kowskd noted. 

He said the Commission has 
decided as well to provide 
%Vi million as medical emergency 
aid for the Palestinian population 
living in South Lebanon. This aid 
will be implemented through 
p Medecins du Monde and Mede- 
ctns sans Frontifcres for the suply 
of medicaments, equipment and 
medical personnel to meet the 
urgent needs of the Palestinian 
population living in South Leba- 
non. 

The European Commission 
had already provided $6.2 
million to finance the operating 
costs of Palestinian hospitals in 
the occupied territories for the 
coming six months. This aid is 
filling the gap which had been left 
by the withdrawal of financial 
support of traditional sponsors 
affected by the Gulf crisis as well. 


ance Project, Petra. The project 
is run jointly by the government 
and U.S. Agency for- Interna- 
tional Development (USAID). • 

In its reply to a question by 
deputy Abdul Hafiz Elawi, Mus- 
lim Brotherhood from Madaba, 
the Ministry of Planning said the 
project aimed at boosting the 
activity of the private sector in 
order to increase exports and 
employment. 

The project, initiated in 1986, 
has a capital of $11 million, the 
ministry said. The ministry listed 
all the expenditure of the project 
in the last four years. 

Deputy Elawi, however, raised 
a number of questions on the 
ministry's reply. He said he did 
□ot understand how funds from a 
project to boost private sector 
activity would go to Jerash festiv- 
al (JD 12,000), the development 
of the dty of Salt (J.D. 63,981), 
and a boysconts group (JD 
10,420). 


House refers 29 
requests to government 


Symposium on water, air 
pollution opens Wednesday 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A symposium 
on the dangers facing the en- 
vironment as a result of the Gulf 
war and oil slicks will open at the 
Royal Cultural Centre in Amman 
Wednesday daring which three 
main working papers on these 
topics will be reviewed by special- 
ists. 

Representatives of the Jorda- 
nian Society for the Protection of 
the Environment from Pollution, 
concerned government ministries 
and organisations will take part in 
the meeting, which will be 
chaired by the society's president 
Ahmad ObeidaL 

Dr. Abdullah Touqan, pres- 
ident of the Higher Council for 
Science and Technology, will sub- 
mit a working paper dealing with 
the serious effects of burning oO 
on the climate and water. 

Engineer Abdul Hay SaUoum 
will pri&ent a paper on oil econo- 


mics and Dr. Murad Bino will 
submit a research paper on water 
pollution and dangers to water 
animals, while engineer Munir 
Adgham will discuss a national 
programme for increasing aware- 
ness of the pollution of the en- 
vironment. 

The symposium was prompted 
by the ongoing aggression on Iraq 
which has caused heavy pollution 
to the sea water and the atmos- 
phere. Latest reports from the 
Gulf said tbatat least 500 million 
gallons of oil have been spilt into 
the sea following the allied air 
raids on Kuwaiti oil fields. The oil 
slick has forced Saudi Arabia to 
shut down one of its desalination 
plants and announce that it might 
have to ration drinking water. _ 

Saudi Arabia gets two thirds of 
its water from desalination 
plants, half of it from the one of 


the coastal city of Jubai! which is 
now threatened by the oil slick. 

Dr. Touqan told the Jordan 
Tunes recently that the oil slick in 
the northern Gulf region cannot 
be easily stopped. He said that 
the burning of the oil slick makes 
the cleaning procedure much har- 
der and puts forward the question 
of how easily it is to put out a 
blaze of such magnitude. 

These and other related topics 
wfll be dealt with at the sympo- 
sium on Wednesday according to 
a society official 

Tie society, formed three 
years ago to help spread aware- 
ness among Jordanians about the 
need to protect the environment, 
groups 500 members of en- 
gineers, experts, and other perso- 
nalities interested in or with 
knowledge of means of combat- 
ting pollution. 



assails 
U.S., U.N. 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Bishop Elia 
Khouri Sunday criticised the Un- 
ited Nations Security Council, 
saying that it has become an 
obedient tool in the hands of 
criminal America and its arrogant 
and inhuman president. 

In a Sunday sermon, which he 
delivered at the Anglican Church 
in Amman, Khouri said the U.N. 
Security Council resolutions, 
which President Bush has confis- 
cated without any just grounds, 
do not allow the American-led 
alliance to bombard the Iraqi 
cities and towns, because these 
places are not Kuwait. 

Khouri called on Arab coun- 
tries, which call themselves the 
“steadfastness and confrontation 
countries” to live up to their 
responsibilities and to realise that 
the Arab and Islamic nations are 
targets for the hostilities currently 
being launched against Iraq. 


Parliament pledges 
full support for Iraq 


AMMAN (Petra) — Speakers of 
the Upper and Lower Houses of 
Parliament Ahmad Al Lawzi and 
Abdul Latif Arabiyat, Sunday 
received the Iraqi National - 
Assembly’s delegation, beaded 
by Gbanem Aziz, the House’s 
deputy speaker. 

'Lawzi: pledged Jordan's full 
support for Iraq in its defensive 
war against the U.S.-led alliance. 
He noted that the battle Iraq is 
fighting now on behalf of the 
whole Arab Nation is a war for 
defending the Arab entity and 
Arab history. 

Lawzi praised the heroic strug- 
gle of the Iraqi army and people, 
saying that they are countering 
the Zionist attack, which is aimed 
at annihilating Arab existence. 

Arabiyat said Jordan, by sup- 
porting Iraq, was supporting itself 
because Iraq was defending the 
Arab rights. 

He pointed out that history will 
record Iraq's historic stance, and 
its defence of Arab dignity, cul- 
ture and history. 

Head of the Iraqi delegation., 
currently on a visit to Jordan, 
praised Jordan’s pan-Arab 
stands, saying it reflected Arab 
aspirations and hopes. He said 
that Iraq would not be begging 
anybody to organise a ceasefire 
because Iraq would not com- 
promise on its principles and 
goals, however dear the sacrifices 
might be. 

He noted that Iraq’s initiative 
of Aug. 12. is the right initiative 
for establishing peacee in the 
region. 

He added that the delegation 


would visit a number of Arab 
countries to prepare for a pan- 
Arab parliamentary conference 
to be held in Algeria. 

The meeting was attended by 
Minister of State for Parliamen- 
tary Affairs and members of the 
emergency committee at both 
houses. 

In the meantime the Lower 
House’s Legal Committee held a 
meeting Sunday under the chair- 
manship of its rapporteur, 
Mohammad Abu Fares, and dis- 
cussed the provisional revised law 
of Amman Municipal Court, and 
approved it. The committee also 
discussed and approved a pro- 
visional revised law on labour. 

At the end of the meeting, they 
issued a joint communique, in 
which they called on all Arabs 
and Muslims and on free people 
all over the world to oondemn the 
unjust war, launched by the Un- 
ited States and its allies, including 
the collaborating Arab and Mus- 
lim countries who succumbed to 
the American will, against Iraq. 

It also stressed adherence to 
Iraq's Aug. 12 initiative for find- 
ing just and comprehensive solu- 
tions to all problems in the re- 
gion, including the Palestine 
problem. 

The communique said all the 
region's issues are inseparable 
and should be dealt with by the 
same standard. 

The communique called on 
Arab and Islamic nations to 
break the restrictions and remove 
handcuffs imposed on them, pre- 
venting them from taking any 
action in support of their bre th- 


em in Iraq. It further stressed 
that Zionism is a major partner in 
the colonial plan aimed ar des- 
troying the growing Arab might 
of Iraq. It noted that the aim of 
the aggression is to further 
strengthen Israel and to make it 
the dominating power in the re- 
gion, and that is why Israel has 
always been instigating America 
to launch the war against Iraq, 
and to block all avenues leading 
to a peaceful settlement, includ- 
ing an inter-Arab dialogue to 
settle the crisis, and the Iraqi 
.president’s initiative of Aug. 12. 

Representatives of both 
Houses also rejected the U.S. call 
for establishing the so-called 
"new world order,” which is pri- 
marily aimed at dominating the 
region and controlling the future 
of the Third World nations. 

Both Houses said that the 
course of events in the war has so 
far shown that the aim of the war 
was not to liberate Kuwait or to 
defend Saudi Arabia but to des- 
troy the Iraqi power. Kuwait’s 
liberation was only a pretext. The 
communique also called on all 
Arab and Muslim nations and the 
Non-Aligned Movement to rejecr 
the UN Security Council resolu- 
tions, particularly Resolution 
678, berause the USA and its 
allies have taken these resolu- 
tions as a cover for attacking the 
Iraqi people, and destroying its 
economic, cultural, and scientific 
infrastructure. 


He called on them to stand by 
Iraq in its heroic struggle to re- 
pluse the U.S.-led aggression 
against the Iraqi people. 

The American aggression 
against Iraq has exposed the 
forces of Infidels, atheism and 
brutality, and have drawn a divi- 
sive line between those and the 
forces of faith and humanity, 
Khouri stressed. 

He emphasised that adherence 
to righteousness, justice and 
peace means obeying God’s will 
and deviation from this path 
means failure to obey God and to 
serve humanity. 

Those who deviate from right- 
eousness and justice and disobey 
the will of God will not escape the 
punishment of God. and the 
faithfuls, Khouri noted. 

H? .idded that Arab Muslims 
and Christians have attic faith in 
God, and would not be shaked by 
the forces of evil and injustice. 

Khouri praised the steadfast- 
ness of the kinsmen in the occu- 
pied Arab territories, who held in 
the face of the fiercest Israeli 
measures against them. 

He also said that forces of evil 
in the East and West have 
planted immigrant aliens in the 
land of holy places in Palestine to 
spead corruption and atheism and 
to force the steadfast and faithful 
people out of their homeland. 

Such forces, who harbour 
hatred for and grudges against 
Arabs and Muslims, are now 
launching their rockets and 
targetting therr bombs at the civi- 
lians in Iraq in a bid to destroy 
the Iraqi people. 

He called on Arabs to ding to 
their rights and to stand by their 
Iraqi brethren in fighting the 
American and Western and all 
other forces of evil. 


Artists exhibit works 

at Shoman Foundation 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Over 35 Jordanian artists have contributed a 
number of their works for an exhibition which was opened Sunday at 
the Abdul Haroeed Shoman Foundation gallery. 

Proceeds from the exhibition which runs through Feb. 25, 1991, 
will go towards assisting Arab civilian victims of the war in the Gulf. 


To all news correspondents, representatives of 
local and foreign media to join in and cover our 
.march, which will be held Tuesday Feb. 12 at 
Karak Governorate, as a gesture of support 
for Iraq. 

The march, which is organised by 
popular forces in Karak Governorate will start 
after the noon prayer from Mashhad at Mutah 
and end in Mazar. 
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Cheney’s other tune 


DICK CHENEY, the U.S. defence secretary, ended his visit 
to American troops in Saudi Arabia, apparently with dual 
vision. In one eye, he seems to have seen an enormous Iraqi 
military machine that was being eroded. In the other eye, 
Cheney saw an Iraqi capability that could spring at his men 
and their machines some heavy surprises. He, in any case, 
refused to divulge what he would be reporting to his 
president, althongh the New York Times was quoting 
American generals yesterday as saying Cheney might ask 
George Bush for a three-week delay in starting a ground 
war against Iraq if a decision to that effect was already 
taken. 

Television viewers who watched the defence secretary give 
his press conference last night could have noticed the man’s 
sombre look as be talked about Iraq’s military capability. 
Someone might have even put words in his month: “What a 
mess we have got ourselves in.” 

Cheney, probably for the first time, ventured to talk 
about that which the Iraqis still have up their sleeve in terms 
of military strategy. Their air force remains capable of 
hitting American troops and Saudi Arabia, in suicide 
attacks, with mass destruction weapons, and even in regular 
missions. Iraq’s missile attacks can continue. Guerrilla 
operations can be organised. And, more importantly 
perhaps, Baghdad may itself decide to use its army’s 
strength on the ground and launch a land war against the 
Americans. 

TV viewers, at least in Jordan, did not hear Cheney speak 
about other possibilities; like gas and other types of bombs 
that the Iraqis have been reported to possess; and attacks on 
oil resources, which carry with them even greater threats of 
ecological disasters; and shifting alliances as the war drags 
on, for example Iran allowing the use of Iraqi aircraft to 
strike at Israel if the Jewish state decided to retaliate against 
missile attacks by Iraq. Equally important, we think, the 
Pentagon chief did not' talk about the possibility of his own 
country using thermo-nuclear and neutron bombs against 
Iraq. 

Of coarse, we do not expect Cheney, or any other 
American official, to talk about anything or everything that 
his country and coalition face in the Golf. But we do think it 
is absolutely necessary for the Bush administration to start 
telling the American people what might be in store for them 
should this war continue or escalate into the foreseeable 
future. 

That effort, whereby the U.S. public was informed of the 
potential consequences of war just before It actually 
erupted, seems to have been largely abandoned since Jan. 
17. With Cheney’s remarks yesterday, however, it looks like 
unpalatable or pessimistic scenarios will have to be unco- 
vered and studied once again, if only because the American' 
and European public will have to be informed of what is 
actually at stake for them. 

It is true that Iraq is not saying much (if at ail) about what 
it still has in terms of defence capabilities. It is equally true 
though that the Iraqis appear to be a long way away from 
facing defeat or getting desperate. But does that mean the 
American generals and officials can afford ro mislead or 
disinform their own public, and the whole world, on what is 
actually happening or impending for much longer? And 
what about the inexplicable complacency of the “fair,” 
“objective” and “informative” Western media on this 
issue. 

We think it is in everybody’s interest to look into what 
might happen if this 1 ^.”* — -r drags on and escalates. We 
think such an effort will be infinitely more useful than just 
assuming. “America will win and that is it.” Maybe it will 
be worth listening to Cheney from now on. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


AL RAT Arabic daily Sunday called attention to a conspiracy 
being hatched against Jordan by two Arab countries and Israel 
and warned of a possible direct aggression on the Kingdom. The 
paper said that the three parties had earlier alleged that oil' tanker 
trucks carrying Iraqi crude oil to the Kingdom were transporting 
missiles, but this allegation was soon foiled when the allied forces 
raided the trucks and ascertained that they carried crude oil. Now 
the three parties are alleging that Jordanian weapons and 
ammunition were found in Khafji which was attacked by the Iraqi 
forces, and that Jordan was participating in the attacks on Saudi 
targets, the paper noted. It said this new allegation is designed to 
pave the ground for a direct Israeli aggression on the Kingdom, 
and help the Jewish state achieve its dream of a greater Israel at 
the expense of Arab lands. The perpetrators of this criminal 
scenario, the paper added, should realise that Jordan continues to 
work for an end to the conflict in the Gulf because it opposes 
violence of any kind, that no hostile propaganda campaigns can 
deter the Kingdom from defending its soil and exposing the 
conspiracies against the Arab Nation, and that the Jordanian 
people and armed forces are determined to abort any aggression 
against the homeland. Those conspiring against the Kingdom, it 
said, should realise that any aggression is bound to be resisted not 
only by the Jordanian people themselve, but by Iran which 
expressed support for the Kingdom and by all nations .concerned 
with safeguarding, peace and security in the region, 

A columnist in A1 Ra’i Arabic daily believes that the U.S.-led 
aggression on Iraq could not have happened five years ago when' 
the Soviet Union and its Warsaw Pact constituted a rival for the 
United States and a deterrent force preventing Washington from 
pursuing its ambitious designs at will. Abdul Rahim Omar ,says 
that the presence of another superpower oveT the past four 
decades encouraged some European countries, especially France, 
to follow an almost independent policy from that of the United 
States. 


When you ask the great 
majority of Americans about 
Thomas Dine, you will invari- 
ably hear the standard answer 
Thomas who? But this may seem 
strangle regarding someone we 
are claiming to be the true 
president of the United States 
of America. 

Thomas Dine is the young, 
thin, dark-haired Jew who has 
headed AJFAC since 1981- 
ATPAC (the American Israel 
Public Affairs Committee) is 
the pre-eminent power in 
Washington lobbying. Dine’s 
first measured success was 
established when President 
Reagan asked him in Oct. 1983 
to help in securing votes in the 
Senate for the War Powers Act 
resolution. This act would 
allow the president to keep the 
existing force of Marines in 
Lebanon for 18 months. 

Dice's success was best rep- 
resented by Reagan's message 
to him : “I just wanted to think 
you and all your staff for the 
great assistance you gave us on 
the War Powers Act resolution 
.... I know how you mobilised 
the grassroots organisations to 
generate support.” 

“Well, we try to use the 
telephone” responded Dine. 
“That's part of our job. And 
we wanted to do it and will 
continue to do it ... We want to 
work together, obviously.” 

This was proving very true as 
Dine’s telephone calls were 
either making or breaking peo- 
ple. Anyone with any reserva- 
tions or even second thou g hts 
in offering blindfolded support 
to Israel would not see the Light 
of day as far, at least, as his 
political ambitions were con- 
cerned. Charles H. Percy was 
the best living example to this 
abhorrent AIPAC method. 
His support of Israel, criticism 
of the PLO, and urging the 
Soviet Union to permit emigra- 
tion of Jews won him a 
tremendous victory in his 1972 
Senate re-election, in which he 
received 70 per cent of the 
Jewish vote. However, his * 


statement in 1975 upon his 
return from a trip to the Mid- 
dle East, initiated the begin- 
ning of his downfall: “Israel 
and its leadership cannot count 
on the United States in the 
furore just to write a blank 
cheque.” The Jewish lobby in 
the USA works on a policy of 
long term strategic approach 
with shorter term tactics so as 
to achieve the desired outcome 
thar best serves Jewish and 
Israeli interests irrespective of 
what this may cause or repre- 
sent in America's own national 
interests. To American Jews, 
Israel's interests are America's 
interests and not vice versa. 
Senator Percy upset the Jews 
further by voting in support of 
the sale of AWACS radar 
planes to Saudi Arabia. His 
decision was made after staff 
members had visited Israel and 
informed him that the strategic 
military balance in the Middle 
East would not be affected, 
and Isael's technological and 
military superiority would not 
be adversely influenced. Still , 


By Izzat Dqjani 



Percy was portrayed as anti- 
Israd, a very serious accusa- 
tion in a nation that is hostage 
to the whims and whams of its 
Jewish minority people. The 
eventual outcome was Percy's 
defeat and loss of his Senate 
seat in the 1984 elections. 

“All the Jews in America, 
from coast to coast, gathered 


Dine’s telephone calls were either 
making or breaking people. Anyone 
with any reservations or eyen second 
thoughts in offering blindfolded sup- 
port to Israel would not see the light of 
day as far, at least, as his political 
ambitions were concerned. Charles H. 
Percy was the best living example to 
this abhorrent AIPAC method. 


one of the most important 
functions of the Israeli lobby. 
The irony here lies in the fact 
that Arab states pay for U.S. 
weapons in hard currency from 
their own treasuries. This 
serves U.S. business interests, 
aids the balance of payments, 
generates more needed work 
in the military and allied indus- 
tries, supports extended re- 
search and technological 
advancement, and curtails un- 
employment. However, by de- 
nying Arabs the ability to 
purchase arms from the 
U.S. A., they are obliged to 
take their orders and the 
attached benefits to other 


and the good many Americans 
are forced to rationalise their 
owninterests for those of brad. 
Thanks of course to AIPAL. 
and President Dine. It is in- 
teresting to note here that 
weapons osld to Israel are in- 
variably purchased with money 
that the United States has 
either lent or given Israel from 
the U.s. treasury. 

The power that pro-Israeli 

groups, particularly AIPAC, 
exercise in the American gov* 
erament is expressed through 
the electoral system. Accord- 
ing to David Mayhew the 
raison d'etre for any politician 
is to be elected and warring an 
election requires money and 
votes. Organised pro- Israeli 

groups have been able to deliv- 
er both in quantities far greater 
that their numerical size would 
suggest. Jews in the United 
States constitute under 3 per 
cent of the population, but the 
influence they exert over the 
whole population is 
tremendous. Jews terrorise the 
whole population of American 
politicians by the dogma of 
being labelled anti-semitic. In 
tbe 1984 presidential cam- 
paign, George Bush, then vice 
president, spoke before a 
Jewish audience in Washington 
and castigated the three demo- 
cratic contestants for tbe pres- 


this was not good enough! To 
Thomas Dine, if you were not 
entirely pro-Jewish and pro- 
Israel, you were regarded as 
the enemy. There were no half 
measures. Dine decided to 
mobilise the frill national re- 
sources of the projlsraei cam- 
paign against Percy, and in 
favour of Paul Simon. Senator 


to oust Percy. And American 
politicians, those who hold 
public positions now, and 
those who aspire, got tbe mes- 
sage,” Dine commented after- 
wards. 

The implementation of the 
Israeli government's opposi- 
tion to the sale of U.S. 
weapons to Arab countries is 


‘United States policy in the Middle 
East is frequently contradictory, often 
incoherent, and increasingly skewed 
to such a degree of pro-Israeli bias 
that U.S. national security interests 
seem, in practice, to be defined by 
Israeli national interest.’ 


countries particularly in 
Europe. This is in complete 
betrayal of U.S. national and 
-strategic interests as America 


idency, for fafling to issue stre- 
nuous condemnations of anti- 
semitism. It worked, obvious- 
ly, as Jews helped Reagan in 


his re-election as p reside nt 
George Bush owes a tremeaSj 
dous lot to the Jewish intere^’ 
groups as ostensible in his be| ; 
haviour and attitude towards 
Arab rights. It is a mockery % 
Bosh otherwise asityvp 
be a flimsy pretence. Wh&l 
George Bush speaks, tfrtjfer 
and tongue arc those of T5jor 
mas Dine. When be thinks* itis" 
Dine’s brain. It is like a theatre! 
where the audience watd^tbe'; 
“doll” acting and talking, ; *bdit 
the total control is carried. pate 
by the professional “ventrilo^ 
quist.” This is the Bush - 
arrangement- So when Amer- 
icans voted for George Bush,^ 
they in fact elected their Piresfed 
dent Non-Elect Thomas . A'J! 
Dine. 

Americans are basically . am- 
ple and nice people. They are 
often accused of being naive.-;: 
American Jews are amenable 
to most misfortunes in 'the ' 
American society. What Jews; 
don’t like, they label as Amer- 
ican. What they approve of; 
and see advantages in, they call 
Jewish. The American society- 
is slowly waking up from its ^ 
deep sleep. Good AoMnicans^ 
are constantly realising the; 
daunting facts of the negative-' 
influence by those Americans 
only in nationality and Jews in 
heartened interest. It is only 
when Jews in the U.S. consider 
themselves Americans first and- 
last, and Judaism is their reli- 
gion, that we can say their 
assimilation in the American, 
.society is proper and complete. . 
Anti-Semitism is a ludicrous tool 
to be constantly used to des- 
troy many good people, and 
many good Americans in an 
increasingly intelligent society! 

According to Dr. C. Ruben- 
berg: “United States policy in 
the Middle East is frequently 
contradictory, often incohe- 
rent, and increasingly skewed 
to such a degree of pro-Israeli 
bias that U.S. national security 
interests, seem, in practice, to 
be defined by Israeli National 
interest.” 


Mind-boggling logic 

To the Editor: 

I would like to take the opportunity to say how totally absurd I 
find the complaints being voiced by many Western journalists 
about not being allowed into Iraq, and about those who are there 
not having freedom of movement. From the comments made by, 
for example, those in the CNN studios to dilute any effect made 
by the sight of civilian casualties and damage — even when 
assured, as they were by Mr. Ramsey Clarke this week, that he 
had freedom of movement and saw only civilian casualties — it is 
a wonder to me that their representatives are given as much rein 
as they are. Jordanian track driven killed by “allied" forces are 
reported as “allegedly killed by allied forces,” while Israeli 
reports and others are taken at face value, or if not, are certainly 
not graced by the word, “allegedly,” every time. Is the impiica-' 
tion that we killed our own people and put them there to make the 
saintly “allies,” look less than squeaky dear? And as if that were 
not enough, CNN (again for example) produces what tbe network 
calls its “Islamic expert,” only to discover that this man is but an 
“Israeli” professor from Jerusalem. How very objective? 

When the reporting is less slanted, then maybe one will be able 
to listen to requests for more access with some complacence — 
and I would like to ask whether Tel Aviv would allow in our Iraqi 
network (with, of course, free access), or how many Argentinians 
the English allowed “on the spot,” to report on the Falldands 
war. Would American reporters have expected to ran around 
Berlin or allowed German nationals to do so in Washington in W 
W n? No, in fact the U.S. put all Japanese (even those who were 
U.S. nationals) in camps — as tbe British have now seen fit to do 
with Iraqi nationals in the U.K. who were there as students ... and 
then they demand free access to report on and travel through a 
country which they are making war on! The mind boggles at the 
logic! 
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Aha A1 Hussein, 

Am ma n 

The genuine leaders 

To the Editor: 

Since Iraq seized Kuwait on Aug. 2 and the events that 
followed. I realised that many people found in president Saddam 
Hussein a true and genuine leader for various reasons, but mainly 
because his actions and reactions coincided with those of the Arab 
people. 

For example, people here on any given day would talk about 
wishing that President Saddam would do or say a certain thing 
only to find that - he fulfills their wishes shortly after the 
expectations of the people were expressed ... as if the hopes were 
heard by him. 

His Majesty King Hussein proved to be another true and 
genuine Arab leader in his courageous and clear position during 
his address to the nation, fulfilling the expectations of his people. 

Since the beginning of the U.S.-led military aggression on Iraq 
on Jan. 17, the majority of people in Jordan were feeling 
frustrated and helpless doe to their inability to help their br ethr en 
in Iraq, besides just donating money, medicine and milk or to 
demonstrating and protesting in the streets or expressing solidar- 
ity with Iraq in the media. 

His majesty's speech came at a time when it was most needed to 
prove that all of Jordan from the palace to the street are 
wholeheartedly with Iraq and its people, regardless of any 
consequences; if only because everybody realises that President 
Saddam and the Iraqi people are not fighting a war just to defend 
Iraq, but indeed to defend the whole Arab and Muslim world. 

If we agree that genuine and true leaders arc those who 
honestly represented the aspirations of their people, we wonder 
how genuine and true are those leaders cf the U.S. led coalition 
against Iraq towards their own people. 


Mohammad Atiyefa, 

An Arab Jordanian citizen. 


LETTERS 


Equitably sharing of 
views 

Tbe Secretary of tbe Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) Abdullah 
Bishara wrote a letter to die International Herald Tribune in 
which be said that ‘Jordan unwittingly contributed to the present 
disaster by pandering to die self-delusion and the incurable 
egotism of tbe Iraqi president. ’ He accused Jordan of biting “ the 
bands of its benefactors and scoffed at its patrons. " 

Senator Omar Nabolsi replied to Bishara 's accusations through 
another letter to the same publication. The following is the text of 
' Us letter as made available to the Jordan Times. 

I have few corrections and remarks to make on Mr. Abdullah’ 
Bishara’s letter to the editor titled 'Jordan's awkward stance,” 
published on Jan. 30. 

Jordan opposed the Iraqi invasion of Kuwait at the very outset, 
whilst working for a peaceful resolution of the crisis. Jordan has 
always been against the acquisition of territory by war, and hence 
its stance against tbe occupation and annexation of Arab territories 
by Israel. 

Furthermore, Jordan sought to bring about an Arab solution. 
This Arab solution was to be within the Arab League and also 
within the wider framework of the United Nations. 

His Majesty King Hussein obtained a commitment from Iraq to 
withdraw within tbe first two days of the invasion as well as an 
agreement to attend a summit in Riyadh to try and address Iraqi 
grievances. It was not the first and was not to be the last effort. 
Jordan’s King and government have tried tirelessly to avert war 
and are now relentlessly eying to stop the war. 

Jordan’s Crown Prince Hassan has been very outspo ken against 
war and has been a vehement, tireless and I must add, eloquent 
and brilliant advocate for peace. I am proud to say that his voice 
echoes that of the nation at large. 

We, Jordanians have not been strangers to war. We know first 
hand the amount of pain and suffering that wars bring about. We 
share tbe largest confrontation front with Israel and we have 
carried the burden of protecting the eastern Arab Bank since 1948. 
It is within this spirit that Jordan received contributions from Arab 1 
countries, including Kuwait, which Jordan used primarily towards 
safeguarding Arab territorial sovereignty, peace mid stability m the 
region. 

It is also within the spirit of Arab interdependence and Arab 
solidarity that our citizens worked very hard in Kuwait to help 
b uild that small nation. 

If we Arabs lost the West Bank to Israel in 1967, it was not due to 
the lack of courage or ability on our part. Had Kuwait contributed 
to Arab defence then one hundredth of what it has contributed so 
far to the allied war effort, then it would have been possible for the 
Arab World to retain tbe West Bank. 

Tbe lack of awareness of Arab interdependence is still manifest 
in Mr. Bishara’s thinking, which he now compounds by groundless 
allegations. Jordan contrary to what Mr. Bishara states, has 
completely complied with Security Council Resolution 661 impos- 
ing sanctions on Iraq. Within this context, the secretary general’s 
special representative M. Jean Ripert concluded in his report to 
Mr.. De Cuellar that Jordan should be granted waiver from 
application of sanctions against Iraq in as far as the importation of 
oil and its derivatives is concerned. This was ratified by the Security 
Council in September 1990. There is nothing iu the U.N. Charter 
that requires a state to commit economic suicide in order to apply 
sanctions directed against another state. 

Moreover, Jordan does not export Iraqi oil to any thud country, 
and Iraq does not gain from the transaction, which is in lieu of 
outstanding debts owed to Jordan by Iraq. 

By the time this war is over the region wmhave undergone great 
changes. Let us hope that some of the changes will include a more 
equitable sharing of wealth in the Arab World and that the 
secretary of the Gulf Cooperation Council would have by then, 
understood the basics of Arab 'interdependence in his review of 
Kuwait’s position and future role in toe Arab World and its 
bilateral relations. May I add that I am not surprised at Mr. 
Bishara’s letter. It is precisely such thinking and attitude that 
contributed largely to the present tragic situation. 

’Qatar Nabob!, 

Member of the Upper House of ParifauKut, 
former Minister and Ambassador. 


, Whiter titan white? .. .2 

U J . - . 

To the Editor: 

PERMIT me to reply to British Ambassador Anthony Reeve’s 
letter of Feb. 7, 1991, printed in toe Jordan Times, concerning the 
detention of Iraqis and Palestinians in toe United Kingdom. 

Contrary to what he wrote that “on the outbreak of hostilities all 
these detainees became protected persons under toe terms of the 
Fourth Geneva Convention,” and that “Britain’s obligations are 
being fully met,” as well as statements made by the British 
government regarding civilian detainees and their right to appeal 
their detentions, I would Kke to inform him of tbe following. 

Prior to toe publicity surrounding toe policy of the British 
government to detain certain Arab nationals, a number of Iraqi 
nationals had already been rounded up and detained in Pentonvflle 
Prison. The reason I know of this was that on Jan. 23, 1991a group 
of approximately 11 Iraqis were deported from London to Amman. 
On that Royal Jordanian Sight, accompanying my children, was a 
fellow British subject who recounted toe following. 

“Approximately eleven men boarded the plane carrying little 
transparent plastic bags bearing toe name HM — Pentonvflle 
Prison. Two of them sat down next to me, one of whom was very, 
very distressed. He started talking to me and explained that he had 
been picked up off the street, arrested, told that he was a prisoner 
of war and taken off to Pentonvflle Prison. He said that he and 
about 200 of his fellow countrymen had been held in Pentonvflle ' 
Prison. They had been kept locked in individual cells for over 14 ■ 
hours a day, not allowed access to basic facilities and were obliged 
to relieve themselves in the cells. It was only after 10 days that 
these conditions were improved when toe International Red Cross 
gained access to them, after which they were allowed out to . 
exercise. This man, who had lived in toe United Kingdom for eight 
years, was on the verge of tears not only because his wife and 
chfldren who had had to seek refuge in a mosque, were still in the 
U.K., but because be just could not understand why this had 
happened to him, that he had done no wrong and had never been 
involved in politics. 

The other Iraqi, a doctor, explained to me that he had been- 
arrested at toe hospital where he worked while he was examining a 
of them could not believe that such things could 
happen in Bntiauand that the British authorities could behave in L 
aich a manner. They were more shocked by this than by the fact ! 
toattoey had been held in degrading conditions in prison and 
arbitrary deponed from the U.K., without recourse to appeal. 
The* had no idea why they had been arrested but that toeywere ' 

^? sho P cst O" onr part, as British subjects, to ; 
toan white and that our human rights ' 
behaviour in tunes of war would always be far superior to our" 

Feb’ Intermtionalk^ a statement on i 

re p. « w hich I would like to quote from: “In times of war 
governments often tend ot sweep human rights aside in 

Ss to I"* 1 ” ^ United Kdngdom^K;* 

tow to be contrary to international standards " and that A m n^u - 
believes some of these detainees were held 
of nanonalfty^^^ 

spokesman was quoted as savin* “ ® HOme °^ ce 2 

right to appra] J" t ”' ‘ 

It is obviously impossible for the truth m becn case * j , 
thk present policy of the Rnti«h ^ known now when - ‘ 

known one day. wnen toe full facts are J 


Barbara Woodsy " 
Amm an. 


>^JL" ando,,rlen<, »wp 

Arab brother. I h %I! d A of fnendsh, ‘P t0 mjfl 

English and would appreciate if vou^it Arabs of ages in j 

Jordan Times. e ,T you P* and requ est in theg 

Hold out! - 

wp M&ncben 60, West Germany! 
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House 

(Continued from page 1) 

harm to tbc country’s security. 

He also said that a certain 
group, which he did not name, 
had infiltrated the ranks of inno- 
cent protesters. 

Deputy Theeb Marji, who said 
he was in Ramtha daring the 
trouble, described the National 
Bloc's statement as “misleading." 
He said be did not agree with the 
Noe's charge that “dirty bands, 
plots and planted elements” were 
behind the events. 

“1 demand that security forces 
and the media expose the facts. If 
anybody is trying to endanger the 
security of the country, be should 
be executed.” 

Deputies Paris Nabulsi agreed 
with Mr. Marji and Mr. ZouTri 
and described the National Bloc's 
statement as “irresponsible.” 

Deputy Qaseem Obeidat de- 
fended the bloc’s statement and 
said some elements were deman- 
ding that Jordan's border with 
Syria and Saudi Arabia be dosed. 
He said that on Saturday there 
were demands for the opening of 
a war front with Israel. 

Mr. Obeidat said he felt there 
was an intention to “sabotage the 
country from within.” 

At this point the prime minister 
intervened. He said he was at a 
loss bow to “explain the real 
picture." He indicated that de- 
puties on both sides of the divide 
(fid not know what was really 
happening.* Some know some 
angle of the story, others know 
other angles, he said. “I have the 
fell picture. ” he then asked for 
the dosed session. 

Reports 

(Contained from page 1) 

“Publishing such allegations at 
this particular moment without 
reference to the facts prompts 
one to conclude that the allega- 
tions are designed to mislead 
public opinion about Jordan’s 
stand,” the Jordanian official said 
in Amman. 

He said that this hostile cam- 
paign on Jordan can best be 
countered by the publication of 
the facts related to these allega- 
tions. 

Saddam 

(Continued from page 1) 

It was the first time the Iraqi 
president -.had ..made broafcag-; 
comments since 'an interview’ by 
Peter Arnett of fee U.S.-based 
Cable News Network (CNN) two 
weeks ago. 

INA said President Saddam 
reaffirmed feat fee Iraqis, “each 
passing hour and day become 
more firm in what they believe, 
and they shine out more in front 
of the whole world." 

“Iraq is not ready to relinquish 
the role given to its by God,” fee 
president said. 

“All the good people wfli be 
victorious as Iraq, and victory will 
restore to the Iraqis all the re- 
quirements for a free and honour- 
able living feat they will merit as 
a reward for their patience and 
steadfastness.” the news agency 
said. 

The speech ran about 20 mi- 
nutes. 

President Saddam said Mr. 
Bush had lost his credibility when 
he “lost the power of conviction 
and fee God-given power of dia- 
logue.” 

He said “all of America’s 
financial , military and economic 
power is not sufficient to fight the 
fortress of faith in Iraq.” 

President Saddam appealed to 
others to join forces with Iraq. 


Why Islam after all? 


By Saeda Kilani 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — In response to a 
question “why Islam after all?” 
one Islamic writer said: “it is fee 
religion under the wing of which 
people in our kind of societies can 
be both moral and creative. 
Hence it becomes imperative that 
we should find Islamic solutions 
to our social and political prob- 
lems. For we have already seen 
what is happening to those who 
believed the' West when it urged 
them to “follow us and your 
problems will be solved. They 
have now come to discover that 
fee West was not sincere in its 
claim and feat heeding that West- 
ern call proved, in many ways, to 
be disastrous.” 

Abiding by the Koranic veise, 
“among thee Muslims must a 
party, or association or group 
emanate which carries the Islamic 
call (da’wa) to all peoples asking 
them to apply Islamic principles 
and avoiding Islamic taboos; this 
group will be victorious.” Each 
Islamic movement considers its 
establishment as essential as well 
as a doty to spread the Islamic 
principles to all people. 

Because of different interpreta- 
tions, however, each movement 
claims to be fee best representa- 
tives of Islamic tenets. While 
these movements' popularity and 
means to achieve their aims vary, 
their funding also diverse, they all 
agree upon the necessity of set- 
ting up an Islamic state, the im- 
plementation of Sharia, and the 
liberation of Palestine and other 
Arab and Muslim occupied terri- 
tories. 

Jihad, the ultimate of Islamic 
beliefs, is one of the most solid 
bases that Islamic movements 
rely on in their resurgence in the 
Muslim World. The most impor- 
tant amongst their objectives 
were deeply influenced by fee 
Palestine issue and the aim of 
creating an Islamic state that 
would implement Sharia in all 
aspects of a Muslims life. 

The popularity of Islamic 
movements has surged in recent 
years. Their followers, identified 
primarily in women wearing hijab 
and men wearing beards, are on 
fee increase. Their movements' 
popularity is attributed to many 
factors. In addition to fee failure 
-of- fefo-fcecii&r state to address 
MuSfir&S’ tebdem day problems, 
the success of Iran’s Islamic re- 
volution in toppling fee pro- West 
regime of Shah Reza Pahlavi, of 
fee Afghan Mujahideen in resist- 
ing Soviet occupation, of the 
Hamas movement in resisting 
Israeli occupation, and successful 
publicity campaigns, made these 
movements all fee more power- 
ful. But perhaps fee most impor- 
tant factor of all is that Islam as a 
faith is ingrained in every Mus- 
lim’s psyche. 

Muslim Brotherhood 

One of the earliest movements 
in modem Arab and Muslim bis- 
tory, fee Muslim Brotherhood 
Movement, was founded in 
Ismaitia in Egypt in 1928, by 
Hassan A1 Banna. 

The Brotherhood's emergence 
came as a result of the “political 
and ideological vacuum Islamic 
countries suffered from” follow- 
ing fee dismemberment of fee 
Ottoman Empire, the last Islamic 
state, in 1924, and the Arab 
World's fall under Western 
occupation. A1 Banna, an Islamic 
re former, received one day six 
viators who pledged loyalty to 
Kim and asked him to save their 


country from disintegration awi 
disunity. The six, including two 
brothers, and Banna, having de- 
veloped strong relations based on 
fee principles of Islam, serried at 
fee end of their meeting to call 
themselves “The Muslim 
Brotherhood.” 

The Muslim Brotherhood put 
all its efforts into spreading fee 
Islamic call among the Egyptian 
people. In 1939, it had gained 
popularity in all parts of the 
country as a direct result of in- 
creased publicity. A number of 
magazines and newspapers it 
issued contributed to highlighting 
fee group's main objectives and 
succeeded in formulating an Isla- 
mic public opinion. 

Throughout their history in 
Egypt and later in other Arab and 
Islamic countries, the move- 
ment’s members suffered 
persecution and imprisonment. 
Some were sentenced to death. 
According to the movement, the 
revolutionary government of 
Jamal Abdul Nasser arrested and 
banished thousands of its mem- 
bers accusing them of attempting 
to topple Nasser and IriD him. In 
1954, Egyptian military courts 
convicted six of its members and 
sentenced them to death. All six 
were executed. 

The movement's influence was 
not restricted to Egypt, it spread 
to most Arab countries after 1945 
among which were Syria, Pales- 
tine, Sudan as wefl as Jordan. 

Abdul Latif Abu Qnrah 
beaded the movement in Jordan 
which was founded on Nov. 19, 
1945. In 1953, Mohammad Abdul 
Rahman Khalifa was elected as 
its leader. At an Islamic confer- 
ence that was held in Jerusalem 
the same year, it was decided to 
establish a central office for the 
movement. The mam mission of 
this Jerusalem-based bureau was 
to explain the Palestinian cause to 
all peoples and leaders of the 
Islamic World. 

The Brotherhood’s main objec- 
tive is to implement Islamic law 
(Sharia) in all aspects of life. Its 
members consider armed struggle 
(Jihad) as fee only means to 
realise their objectives. However, 
because of a crackdown on the 
movement and the execution of 
several of its members in Egypt, 
the movement changed strategy - 
and shifted from armed struggle 
to refipous'ftnd-pofitjgal reform^- 

According to the ihovemeiff s' 
leaders, it concentrates on creat- 
ing, as a first step, a Muslim 
generation that folly compre- 
hends and adheres to Islamic 
principles. This is achieved, 
according to the movement, by 
first reforming the individual, 
then fee family and consequently 
the Muslim people at large. This 
would eventually lead to fee 
establishment of an Islamic gov- 
ernment that would take on the 
responsibility of applying Sharia. 

While some analysts say that 
fee Muslim Brotherhood re- 
ceived donations and financial aid 
from some governments such as 
Saudi Arabia or even the U.S., 
Brotherhood leaders maintain 
they receive no financial aid from 
any government. The move- 
ment’s expenses, they say, are 
covered by donations from mem- 
bers, followers and by the income- 
it gen er ates by investing in a 
number of income-generating, 
profit-making projects. The 
movement’s leaders consider tins 
as a source of pride and dignity. 
They say tire movement hi the 
highest number of adherents and 
followers of all Islamic move- 
ments in Jordan. 


Islamic Liberation Party (AJ 
Tahrir) 

The Islamic Liberation Party 
was founded in Jerusalem in 1952 
try Sheikh Taqii Edtfia al Nabaha- 
ni, a judge and politician. At that 
time fee party formally presented 
itself to the Ministry of Interior 
asking for permission to register 
as a political party. The demand 
was rejected on the basis that the 


implemented throughout fee 
Muslim World and must be 
spread consequently to all other 
parts of fee world. . • 

Unlike fee Muslim Brother- 
hood Movement, fee Liberation 
Party was completely banned and 
its activities were restricted. It 
therefore relied on secret pam- 
phlets to convey its message to 
fee public. 


mic call) by way erf preaching or 
applying Islam gradually or even 
taking it as a belief are not 
committed to Islamic orders. And 
our party preaches to them and 
tries to convince them to correct 
their methods.” 

The party’s main objective is 
fee establishment of Tsiamfr law 
in fee M uslim nation. This should 
be carried out, according to the 


Jihad — the road 
to utopia 


By Sawla Kilani 

Special to tbe Jordan Times 

WHILE the Gulf war has 
brought about many economic 
losses to the people of Jordan it 
has, nevertheless, strengthened 
Islamic movements in fee coun- 
try and contributed to tbe uni- 
fication of different ideologies 
under fee banner of Jihad. 

Jihad (holy war), which for 
long inspired Muslims as well as 
Arabs in their conflicts wife out- 
side invaders has now taken a 
stronger bold thanks to fee sup- 
port it received from a powerful 
Arab leader, Iraqi President 
Saddam Hussein, and backing of 
Islamic movements. 

“No matter bow blasphemous 
a Muslim is, he will defend Islam 
in face of attackers," declares an 
Islamist leader who preferred 
anonymity. “There will always 
lurk in him a spark of faith and 
an internal belief which neither 
the West nor an outrider's will 
will be able to eradicate." 

Basically an Islamic notion. 
Jihad has a deeply spiritual sig- 
nificance feat is linked to the 
history, tradition and culture of 
fee Arab people. In its implica- 
tion to martyrdom, the word 
brings a “glorious" and “presti- 
gious" feeling to the. martyr’s 
family and an outstanding zeal to 
those who are willing to sacrifice 
their souls for the sake of God. 

“The main difference between 
the West and us is that we head 
•towards "Jihad -wilfmgly with an 
open spirit and a martyrdom 
notion,” points our Hassan Al 
Tal. chief editor of Al Uwa news- 
paper, “contrary to the West 
which not only prefers not to go 
to war, but also not to die,” he 
said emphasising that Jihad is 
the wish and objective of every 
Muslim. 

People with strong Islamic 
conviction believe that fee solu- 
tion to their present problems 
lies in liberating occupied Arab 
territories by way of Jihad, and 
thus by returning to Islam. Their 
loss of faith in the existing regim- 
es and what they consider as the 


party’s programme did not recog- 
nise fee Jordanian constitution. 

The party's main political aim 
is to establish fee rule of the 
caliph (successor to the Prophet 
Mohammad) all over fee Muslim 
World following the example of 
die first four caliphs (al Rashi- 
deen, Le. the wisemen). Accord- 
ing to one member of the party, 
the implementation of Islam in 
one country alone is not suffi- 
cient; Islam, he says, must be 


phase of decadence from which 
the Muslim umma (nation) is 
suffering have also contributed 
to the reinforcement of Jihad's 
significance. 

An Algerian Islamist writer 
maintains that the rising tend- 
ency towards the adoption of 
Islam is attributed to the Muslim 
nation's loss of confidence in the 
political, economic and social 
solutions “imported" from 
“capitalist and socialist” coun- 
tries. He also points to the 
tendency among Muslim youth 
to search for solutions for their 
spiritual problems. “Islam can 
restore to them their lost identi- 
ty, dignity and self assurance, 
and provide solutions for their 
present problems; unimported 
solutions that have their roots in 
the realities of their own situa- 
tion.” 

Thus, “Islam is tbe solution" 
and “Jihad is the mean” comes 
as fee saviour flashing in the 
horizon for many in their efforts 
to overcome their present 
hardships: be they economic, 
political or spiritual. On the poli- 
tical level, this is evidently man- 
ifested in the Islamic move- 
ments’ persistent efforts to cany 
banners calling the liberation of 
the occupied territories, espe- 
cially Palestine, in their call for 
Jihad. 

Several calls were launched by 
Islamic leaders following the 
eruption of the Gulf crisis and 
President Saddam Hussein’s 
calls for ^ Jihad. 

The main resolutions adopted 
by a meeting in Libya of Islamic 
leaders is a call for a unified 
stand against foreign troops in 
the Gulf. Iraq's withdrawal was 
conditioned with a simultaneous 
withdrawal of all troops in the 
Gulf and their replacement with 
Islamic and Arab troops. Prop- 
osals included ones for demon- 
strations during fee month of 
Islamic pilgrimage this year as a 
reaction to this violent aggression 
on the holy shrines. Another call 
for Jihad was issued by Sheikh 
Asaad Bayyoudh Al Tamimi, the 
leader of the Islamic Jihad 


Al Tahrir's methods of the 
implementing its objectives differ 
from those of other Islamic move- 
ments. “Al Tahrir Party is a 
political party that believes in 
Islam as a doctrine and ideolo- 
gy,” said Ata Abn Al Rishteh, 
the party's leader in an interview 
conducted before he was arrested 
two weeks ago following a press 
conference at Amra Hotel. 
“Other Islamic movements’ 
methods in carrying da’wa (Isla- 


Movement (Beit al Maqdes) 
with demands on the Jordanian 
government to arm tbe people. 

“Liberating occupied territor- 
ies are an essential part in our 
programme,” says Abdul Rah- 
man Khalifa, leader of Muslim 
Brotherhood Movement, 
“according to Islam, if an enemy 
tresspassed a minor part of Isla- 
mic territory Jihad becomes an 
obligation on every Muslim 
(men, women).’’ 

With the same connotation 
and citing the same saying of 
Prophet Mohammad, the Isla- 
mic Liberation Party insists on 
the importance of Jihad. “Al 
Tahrir Party’s position towards 
Israeli occupation of Palestine 
and towards the new crusade 
invasion of the Arabian Peninsu- 
la is embodied in Islamic 
teachings: If infidels or an 
enemy occupies a span of Islamic 
land then Jihad will be a must for 
Muslims,” points out Ata Abu 
Rishteh.. 

In a previous interview with 
Agence France Press. Leith 
Sbbeilat, an Islamist deputy, 
confirmed that Islamic deputies 
support Iraq almost unanimous- 
ly. He also demanded the gov- 
ernment to arm every city and 
every village. 

According to Islamic leaders, 
the call for Jihad at present has 
helped erase differences among 
Islamic movements. They are all 
now aiming at one particular 
-objective that Would help estab-. 
fishing fee Islamic state, many 
said. 

“Differences in opinion must 
not generate dispute, Khalifa 
says. “Islamic movements are 
already united in their objective 
and efforts to rescue fee na- 
tion." 

“There are many differences 
among Islamic movements,” 
Ayda Abdullah, a representative 
of a Sufism movement — Dar Al 
Quran. “But for us, we stand 
behind Saddam, because stand- 
ing with an Arab leader is better 
than standing with tbe Amer- 
icans.” 


movement, by following the. 
Prophet's example. That is, the 
party’s method of applying Islam 
passes through three stages. 

Tbe first one is the informative 
phase, which means finding peo- 
ple who believe in and adhere to 
tbe party’s principles. The second 
phase is that of interaction with 
the nation to adopt fee party’s 
principles as tbe nation's cause. 
Tbe final phase is characterised 


by taking power and fee i tuple- earlier and best known Sufi 

mentation of Mam comprehen- movements in Jordan otherwise 

shrety and generally to pi»TS known as fee Chadhileh Move- 
rs message to fee world. ment. Established in 1964 by 

To Tahriris Palestine was not Sheikh Hazem Abu Ghazaleh, it 

viewed as an ordinary Islamic co ns i d ers itself an extention of 

country;' it was a sacred entity so fee Muslim Brotherhood Move- 

most of the party's efforts were ment. 

directed towards its liberation The movement’s main objec- 
and tbe establishm ent of an Isla- five is to prepare the mureed 

mic state, (someone who seeks knowledge 

The party claims that several of of God through Safi methods), 

hs members were arrested and for Jihad. The movement has 

are still in prison despite the been a school for many Muslim 

release of many political prison- leaders in Jordan including two 

ere since November 1989, when Islamic deputies. Leith Shbeilat 

the country held its fust elections and Ya'qoub Qerrash. 
and the commencement of fe** The movement relies basically 
democratic process in Jordan. on private lessons and teachings 

that it holds in mosques and in 
MamKjitol MuTC mait— ho™* do no. any oot Mflr 

natal Maqdes particular operations because 

The Islamic Jihad Movement they concentrate on educating the. 
was created for fee sole objective Muslim individual and turning 

of liberating occupied Palestine. him or her into a dedicated Mus- 

It was established in 1980 by fim and a rnujahid (Islamic fight- 

Sheikh Assad Bayou dh al Tami- er). This will lead, according to 

mi who bad “put all his efforts one member of the movement, to 

into e stablishing a combat move- the preparation of fee individual 

ment feat would lead Muslims to to far* Jihad with an open mind 

liberate tbe sacred places by and spirut and to the triumph of 
founding tbe Islamic Jihad Move- die nation of Islam, 
meat in 1980.” Because the movement does 

Sheikh T amimi claims respon- not have an extensive public rela- 
sibSity for starting the Palestinian tions and recruitment program- 

uprising (intifada) in 1987. Some me, its members are only limited 
Islamic Jihad’s youths, according to fee founders and several others 
to the group, escaped from Israeli who take lessons and participate, 
prisons in the occupied Gaza fo their sessions. 

Strip and were engaged in al New Islamic Movement 

Shujaieh battle where several 

Israeli officials and soldiers were Ya’qoub Qerrash and Lerth 
killed. The siting of four mem- Shbeilat — Islamist deputies at 
hereof the movement had led to a the Lower House of Parliament 
general strike which led to the and both disciples of Dar al 
eruption of fee intifada. Koran ai m to establish a n ew 

Because of different interpretations, however, ea-ch 
movement claims to be the best representatives of 
Islamic tenets. While these movements 1 popularity and 
means to achieve their aims vary, their funding sdso 
diverse, they all agree upon the necessity of setting up 
an Islamic state, the implementation of Sharia, and tbe 
liberation of Palestine and other Arab and Muslim 
occupied territories. 


In 1989, fee movement added 
“Beit al Maqdes” to ire name in 
order to be able to differentiate 
between itself and other move- 
ments of the same name. It has 
chosen “Beit al Maqdes” on fee 
bads that Jerusalem is to be the 
Islamic ca pital after liberation. 

The movement’s ideology is 
based on the adoption of : the 
Islamic way of thinking tvhich 
stems from the Holy Koran and 
fee traditions of the Prophet 
Mohammad. According to 
Sheikh Tamimi, the movement 
does not rely on materialistic 
powers to achieve victory, but it 
depends on God's support. 
“Muslims have never won in their 
history by their large number or 
advanced equipment, they won 
through their deep religious be- 
lief,” he says. 

Accordingly, Sheikh Tamimi 
and ins three sons, who are the 
ieadere of the movement, direct 
their operations through contacts 
in countries surrounding Israel, 
as well as in Palestine. Tamimi 
rfairm to have become the sym- 
bol of Jihad and a “wanted 
dangerous man” by the occupa- 
tion forces. 

The movement bases its rela- 
tions with other countries, orga- 
nisations and movements on fee 
principles of Islam. The main 
objective of this movement is the 
“establishment of God’s law on 
earth and the liberation of the 
holy land from the Jews.” 

Dar al Koran 

Dar al Koran is one of fee 


Islamic movement feat would 
Mend Muslim ideology with mod- 
ern scientific methods, and tbe 
application of Islam on a more 
solid basis. 

“We will follow a political line 
that would have a say in. the 
nation’s affairs," Qerrash says. 
'“This new Islamist party; will 
learn from other Islamic move- 
ments’ mistakes.” Qerrash ex- 
plains feat there are many contra- 
dictions between what isia^fc 
movements preach and what they 
do. “Other parties keep calling 
for democracy and they are more 
dictatorial in their policies than 
many regimes. Members and fol- 
lowers would not dare say a word 
against their leaders.” 

This new parly will be super- 
vised by a group of scientists and 
a committee of Islamic guardians 
from outside fee party itself. 
Their role would be fee total 
supervision of their party’s leaders 
and presenting a regular assess- 
ment of the party’s achievements 
as well as any possible miscon- 
duct. This is considered by Qer- 
rash as an “Islamic basis th a t 
would be directly related to the 
individual and fee nation’s in- 
terest." In this way, everyone will 
be assured that there will be no 
bias or dominance, something 
which wiD eventually lead to the 
disappearance of corruption and 
of opportunist leaders. 

The New Islamic Party was 
expected to be established follow- 
ing fee publication of the Nation- 
al Charter. 
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Match leaves no doubt that Leonard will retire 


Morris beats Leonard 


NEW YORK (R) — Even if 
Sugar Ray Leonard's words had 
left any doubt that he would 
retire from boxing, his perform- 
ance against Terry Norris Satur- 
day certainly did not. 

In Leonard's loss by a unani- 
mous points decision after 12 
rounds, one judge failed to give 
him even one round. 

That may have been just de- 
serts for Leonard, who has often 
received more-than-generous 
marks from judges in the past, 
most notably against marvellous 
Marvin Hagler and Thomas 
Hearns. 


There is little doubt that Ray 
Charles Leonard — named after 
the singer Ray Charles — was 
one of the greatest fighters ever. 

But equally there was no doubt 
about Leonard's overwhelming 
defeat while trying to take Nor- 
ris’s World Boxing Council 
(WBC) super-welterweight tide 
in Madison Square Garden. 

Leonard, 34, was slow in get- 
ting away from punches and 
appeared even slower throwing 
them. 

Time and again Leonard would 
launch a punch and Norris, 23, 
was not even in the vicinity of the 
attempted blow by the time its arc 
was completed. 

It must be remembered that 
l canard’s failures came against a 
good boxer, not a great one. At 
tbe top of his game, Leonard 
would have taught Norris a les- 
son. 

Several times Leonard, who 
has retired at least twice in the 
pasv., tried to mount his patented 
end-of-the-round flurries to im- 
prest; the judges or at least put 
some- doubts in his opponent’s 
mind. He tried some other tricks 


too, bat to no avail. 

Leonard was knocked down 
twice — once in the second round 
and again in the seventh. 

In the second round, a left 
hook sent him staggering back- 
ward and down to one knee. 
Norris rushed over and clubbed 
Leonard on the head while he 
was still kneeling and the round 
ended almost immediately. 

Norris dropped Leonard again 
in the seventh round on a right to 
the head with about 20 seconds 
left in the round. 

The third and fourth rounds 
accurately mirrored the course of 
the rest of the fight 

In the third round, Norris put 
Leonard up against the ropes 
with a left-right combination to 
the head. Then Leonard dropped 
his arms and appeared to be 
faking exhaustion. 

Norris took the bait this rime 
and came in and Leonard opened 
up with a brief flurry with surpri- 
singly little power. 

Then Norris backed Leonard 
into the corner, faked a right and, 
when Leonard flinched, whacked 
him with a strong left hook. 

Leonard came out fast in the 
fourth round with a flurry of 
punches including a good com- 
bination to the body and the 
head. 

But Norris danced away and 
Leonard was unable to score 
effectively again. 

Leonard — who won an Olym- 
pic gold medal in 1976 and won 
five world titles in five different 
weight divisions ranging from 
welterweight to light- 
heavyweight in a career that 
spanned 14 years — began to 
bleed from his lower lip and 
looked like an old fighter. 

The crowd of about 7,000 


chanted “Ray, Ray, Ray" in the 
ninth round and Leonard, who 
finishes his career at 36-2-1, even 
managed to catch Norris with a 
good left hook. 

But by the 12th round, the 
crowd — sensing it was hopeless 
for Leonard — switched its chant 
to ‘Terry, Terry, Terry." 

Immediately after the fight. 
Leonard looked down at the can- 
vas with a weary, half-smile of 
acceptance. Then the man who is 
estimated to have earned about 
S110 million in the ring, including 
about four million Saturday, fol- 
lowed Norris to his comer and 
patted him on the seat of his 
trunks. 


“It took this kind of a fight to 
get me to venture away from 
boxing. I had to find out for 
myself. I'm a real risk taker and I 
bad to find out. He's (Norris) too 
fast and he’s too strong," said 
Leonard after the fight. 

Norris, who is now 27-3 and 
earned between 5500,000 and 
S750.000, was magnanimous in 
triumph, saying that it was “a sad 
victory because the way I ended 
Ray's career. He’s my idol.” 

“Yes, indeed. It turned out to 
be an easier fight than I thought. 
I expected 1 Ray ro be a little 
faster," Norris said. 


“It just wasn’t there," said 
Leonard, wearing sunglasses 
which didn't completely hide the 
swelling under his eyes. Tt*s rime 
for the young guys to take control 
of boxing. I have no regrets. 

“My son (17-y ear-old Ray Jr.) 
told me I was an old man,” said 
Leonard, the famed Leonard 
footwork and hand speed were 
not there. Not to be seen were 
the dazzling combinations, unless 
you were looking at Norris. 


Hearns to fight for 1st time in 9 months 


INGLEWOOD, California (AP) 
- 7 - Thomas Hearns will fight for 
Cie first time in over nine months 
Monday night when he meets 
unheralded Kemper Morton in a 
10-round light heavyweight bout 
at the Forum. 

Hearns, 32, was the first boxer 
ever to win World Cham- 
pionships in five different weight 
classes. Hearns, who has a 47-3-1 
record with 38 knockouts, is cur- 
rently the World Boxing Orga- 
nisation (WBO) super mid- 
dleweight champion. 

Should Hearns beat Morton as 
expected, he is expected to chal- 
lenge unbeaten Virgil Hill for the 
World Boxing Association 
(WBA) light heavyweight rifle on^ 
May 17 in Las Vegas, Nevada. 

Hearns scored a 12-round deci- 
sion over Michael Olajide in 
Atlantic City, New Jersey, last 


April 28 to retain his WBO super 
middleweight crown. 

That was the first fight for 
Hearns since June 13, 1989 when 
he fought to a controversial 12- 
round draw with Sugar Ray 
Leonard in a bout many thought 
Hearns had won. 


Hearns, of Detroit, Michigan, 
will be fighting for the first time 
since splitting with longtime man- 
ager Emannel Steward. Hearns is 
serving as his own manager. 

Morton,. 30, is ranked as the 
12tb-leading fight heavyweight 
challenger by the United States 
Boxing Association (USBA). 
Morton, from Westerville, Ohio, 
has a 17-6-2 record with 12 
knockouts. 


Morton will be fighting for the 
first time in seven months. On 
July 10, 1990, he was stopped in 
the ninth round by USBA light 


heavyweight champion Booker 
Word in Auburn Hills. Michi- 
gan. 

Hearns spent 10 days m late 
October and early November 
visiting U.S. troops in Saudi Ara- 
bia and talked recently about how 
much the visit meant to him. 

“You could take my five titles 
and every other fight in my 
career, combine them all and it 
wouldn't mean as much to me as 
my visit with the troops did," 
Hearns said. “If they needed me, 
Td go back tomorrow." 

Hearns has said he is dedicat- 
ing the Morton fight to the U.S. 
troops and will donate $50,000 
from his purse to set up a fund to 
help provide recreational services 
to U.S. nufitaiy bases worldwide. 

Hearns’ three losses have to 
come to Leonard in 1981, Marvin 
Hagler in 1985 and Iran Barklev 
in 1988. 


Ethiopian wins Tokyo Marathon 


TOKYO (R) — Ethiopia's 
Abebe Mekonnen edged out 
Japan’s Tore Kozasn after a duel 
over the last few kilometres to 
win the Tokyo International 
Marathon Sunday in two hours 10 
minutes 26 seconds. 

Whh about four kilomtres to 
Mekonnen and unheralded 
ran neck and neck to a 
photo finish which gave Mekon- 
rten the victory. The official 
finishing times of the winner and 
runner-up were the same. 

“It was terribly cold, so my 


body could not move smoothly," 
said the Ethiopian serviceman, 
who scored his first victory since 
he won the 1989 Boston 
Marathon. 

It was also Mekoimen's eighth 
career von in the 24 marathons be 
has run. 

The Japanese sliced about two 
minutes off his personal best. 

Pre-race favourite Hiromi 
Taniguchi of Japan took advan- 
tage of the cold temperatures, 
leading a pack of dozens of run- 
ners by setting a slow pace from 


the start until the halfway point. 

Compatriot Negashi Dube 
apparently belped Mekonnen’s 
win as he took a sole lead after 
passing the 36-kilomtre point to 
break up the 12-runner leading 
group. 


Portugal scrapes home against Malta 


VALLETTA, Malta (R) — Por- 
tugal fought off a spirited chal- 
lenge from Malta to scrape home 
1-0 ’in their European Cham- 
pionship Group soccer qualifier. 

The only goal came from Paulo 
Futre in the first half. Malta 
finished the game with 10 men 
after Joe Galea was sent off in 
injury time for a foul. 

Portugal now lead the group, 
one point ahead of the Nether- 
lands and Greece who both have 
a game in hand. Malta, thrashed 
8-0 by the Dutch in December are 
bottom, a point below Finland. 


Hie Portugese had a goal dis- 
allowed for offside in the fifth 
minute but went ahead in the 
26th minute. 

Futre, heavily fined by his dub 
Atietico Madrid after hieing sent 
off in Spain last Sunday, ended 
the week on a high note as he 
blasted home a powerful long- 
range free kick. 

Determined to come away with 
a win after losing to Greece last 
month, the Portuguese played 
dour, survival football for the rest 
of the match, to the disgust of the 
crowd. 


The Maltese took the initiative 
at flie start of the second half and 
within two minutes Portuguese 
keeper Vi tor Baia was stretched 
by two shots from striker Hubert 
Suda and another from Galea. 


■ With Malta's attack smothered 
by a packed defence and play 
often scrappy and nervous, tem- 
pers ran short with Portugal’s 
Vitor Paneira shown the yellow 
card for a fould on Suda before 
Galea's dismissal. 

The two sides meet again in 
Porto on Feb. 20 


Norwegian 
sets world 


skating 

record 


HEERENVEEN, Netherlands 
(AP) — Norwegian Johann Olav 
Koss set new world records in the 
10,000 metres and in overall 
points at the World Speedskating 
Championships here Sunday. 

Koss had set a world record in 
the 5,000 metres Saturday. 

The 22-year-old skater docked 
13 minutes 13.54 seconds, beating 
the earlier record of 13:48.20 set 
by Sweden's Tomas Gustafson at 
the 1988 Calgary Olympics. 

Koss's four-race total stood at 
157.396. another world record. It 
beat the 1987 total of 159356 set 
by Nicolai Guljayev of the Soviet 
Union. 


Austrian 
wins 
women’s 
giant slalom 


ZWEESEL,' Germany (AP) — 
Anita Wachter of Austria turned 
in a blistering second run to beat 
Eva Twardokens of the United 
States and win a women's World 
Cup giant slalom Sunday. 


Wachter posted an aggregate 
time of two minutes, 16.83 to win 
by a wide margin in scoring her 
first World Cup victory of the 
season. Twardokens, who led 
Wachter by 0.24 seconds after the 
first run. failed to find her rhythm 
in the second heat and finished 
with a combined time of 2:17.69. 
Still, it was her best of the season. 
Twardokens, 25, finished fifth in 
the giant slalom at the World 
Championships in Saalback- 
Hrntergiemm, Austria, one week 
ago. Vrcni Schneider of Switzer- 
land, the slalom world champion, 
finished third Sunday in 2:17.78. 


All three giant slalom medallists 
from the World Championships 
failed to finish Sunday's race. 

World champion Pernilla 
Wiberg of Sweden and bronze 
medallist Traudl Haecher of Ger- 
many fell in the first ran, while 
silver medallist Ulrike Maier of 
Austria went off the fog- 
shrouded course in the second 
heat. 


Gilbert to face Cahill in 
San Francisco tennis final 


SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — 
Third-seeded Brad Gilbert beat 
top-seeded Andre Agassi 6-1, 6-2 
to gain a finals berth against 
Dairen Cahill of Australia in the 
Volvo-San Francisco Tennis 
Tournament. 

The sixth-seeded Cahill took 
nearly two hours to turn back 
fellow Australian Davis Cup 
teammate Wally Masur. the no. 
7 seed, 4-6, 6-4. 7-5. 

It was the first time in three 
meetings that Cahill, a doubles 
expert, has beaten Masur. 

The two played an even attack- 
ing game with few errors or lapses 
in concentration. But in the 12th 
game of the third set, with Masur 
serving at 5-6, Cahill unleashed a 
barrage of passing shots to lead 
10-0. He ended the match two 
points later with an overhand. 

“If he (Cahill) plays like this 
tomorrow, he stands a good 
chance of winning,” Masur said 
after the match. 

Gilbert, however, had 12 ser- 
vice aces in beating Agassi, the 
20-year-old defending tourna- 
ment champion, in a 59-minute 
match. 


Agassi called it his worst loss 
since Pete Sampras beat him in 
the finals of the U.S. Open last 
year. 

“He steam rolled me," said 
Agassi, who had beaten Gilbert 
in two of three career meetings. 
“He has never served that well. 
Even the big servers in the game 
don’t serve that well.” 

Gilbert faced only two break 
points on his serve in the match 
and broke Agassi twice in each 
set. 

“I never got rolling," Agassi 
said. “There's not much you can 
do when he's playing that well. 
My second serve was a little 
weak. If he had given me a 
chance to get in (the match) it 
might have been different." 

Gilbert was happy but philo- 
sophical about his stellar day. 

“Yon have five days a year no 
matter who you play you win,” he 
said. “And you have eight days 
yon can’t beat anybody.” 

Gilbert, ranked 10th, is making 
his third appearance in the finals 
here. He won the tournament in 
1989. 


Meskhi wins Wellington Classic 


WELLINGTON. New Zealand 
(AP) — Top-seeded Soviet Leila 
Meskhi struggled to a three-set 
victory over Czechoslovak teena- 
ger Andrea Stmadova Sunday in 
the final of the $100,000 Fernleaf 
Classic Tennis Tournament. 

Meskhi defeated her 18-year- 
old opponent 3-6, 7-6 (7-3), 6-2 to 
win the fourth title of her profes- 
sional career. 

The 22-year-old right-hander 


from Tbilisi, Georgia, earned 
$18,000 for her victory. Stmado- 
va was the only player to win a set 
from her during the tournament. 

Stmadova earned $8500 for 
her second straight final appear- 
ance. .She lost to compatriot Eva 
Sviglerova in Auckland last 
week. 

Meskhi, ranked 19th in the 
world, lost to Germany^ Wiltrud 
Probst last year 


Spain drops 3 key players 
for European soccer tie 


MADRID (R) — Spanish Soccer 
manager Luis Suarez has dropped 
three regulars from the team who 
drew 1-1 with Portugal in January 
for their European Cham- 
pionship qualifier against France 
on Feb. 20. 

Suarez, aware that a victory 
could put them at the top of 
group one, hopes to inject greater 
drive into the team who almost 
lost the Portugal friendly. 

“It’s dear it’s going to be a 
tough match, but we are not 
going to defend and we will 
take risks as much as we can," he 
said. 

Midfielder Roberto Fernandez 


of Valencia, holder of 29 caps, loses 
his place, as do regulars Feraado 
Hierro and Javier Vniarroya of 
Real Madrid, Rafeal Martin Vaz- 
quez of Torino returns to the 
16-man squad. 

The recall of Atietico de Mad- 
rid defender Juanito is the other 
major change fb the tie in Paris. 


France currently lead Spain 
and Czechoslovakia by two points 
in the group, although Spain's 9-0 
victory over Albania in Decem- 
ber has given them a handy goal 
advantage. Iceland and Albania 
trail in fourth and fifth place 
respectively. 


Bubka breaks world 
Indoor pole vault record 


MOSCOW (R) — Soviet pole 
va utter Sergei Bubka broke his 
own world indoor record when he 
cleared 6.08 metres at the Soviet 
Union's Winter Athletics Cham- 
pionships in Volgograd, TASS 
news agency said. 

It bettered the 6.05 he cleared 
in Moscow last March. 

The vault, his third in the 


competition, was two centimetres 
higher than the world outdoor 
record Bubka set in Nice in July 
1988. 


Franz Kostyuvich bettered the 
world indoor record for the five- 
kdometres walk when he clocked 
18 minutes 23.88 seconds at the 
Volvograd meeting. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
& TANNAH HIRSCH 

1W0 Tufeuns MaoU StMco, Inc 


♦6 


WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 

Q.I— As South, vulnerable, you 

hold: 

4X8762 7AQ8 OAK 63 
The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 

14 Pass 3v Pass 

3 7 Pass 7 

What do you bid now? 


you hold: 

4J7 71C4 vJ543 4A10952 

The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 

14 Pass 1 NT Pass 

3 V Pass 7 

What do you bid now? 


Q.2— As South, vulnerable, you 
hold; 

4A73 vK7 C-K876 49765 


Q-5— Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

447 9104 VJ543 4A10952 

The bidding has proceeded: 


North 
1 4 

3 4 

4 4 


ling has proceeded: 

North 

East 

South 

West 

East 

South 

West 

1 4 

Pass 

1 NT 

Pass 

1 4 

2 4 

2 4 

3 7 

Pass 

3 4 

Pass 

Pass 

3 NT 

Pass 

4 9 

Pass 

i 


Pass 

* 


What action do 

you take? 


QJ — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

410 7J6 OJ542 4A10W32 

Partner opens the bidding with one 
spade. What action do you take? 


Q.6— As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

4KQ1093 76 4AQ54 4KJ3 
The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 

1 4 Pass 2 4 Pass 


Q.4 — Neither vulnerable, as South What do you bid now? 





Andy Capp 



Peanuts 


pfani;ts 



LET'S SEE IF V0U CAN 
SHOW ME YOU'RE KEAUk' 
PACING ATTENTION TODAY 




(j T WENT THA T 'MM!) 





Liverpool back to top 


LONDON (R) — New signing 
David Specdie scored twice on 
his home debut to give Liverpool 
a 3-1 over Merseyside neighbours 

Everton Saturday. 

The victory took the cham- 
pions three points dear of Arsen- 
al at the top of the English first 
division. 

Manchester Gty recorded a 2-1 
win over inconsistent Chelsea in 
the only other first division game 
to survive the wintry weather." 

Speedie, signed from Coventry 
for £675,000 ($134 million) 10 
days ago, struck twice in three 
min utes early in the second half 
to ensure Liverpool took full 
advantage of Arsenal’s enforced 
inactivity. 

He put Liverpool 2-1 up in the 
49th minute when he lobbed over 
Everton goalkeeper Neville 
Southall after Danish midfielder 
Jan Molby had curled a free kick 
into his path. 

Then the 30-year-old Scot, who 
netted on his Liverpool debut at 
Manchester United last Sunday, 
extended the lead as he deflected 
a shot from David Barrows 
beyond Southall. 

Liverpool, lacking injured in- 
ternationals Ian Rush and Steve 
McMahon, had gone ahead after 
16 minutes when Molby drove 


home from 20 metres. 

But Everton, with five wins m 
their last six league games, level- 
led through Fat Nevin on the 
stroke of halftime. 

The win was only uverpool S 
second in their last seven league 
games. , _ 

They now have 54 points from 
24 games with Arsenal on 51 and 
Crystal Palace a further three 
points adrift. 

Manchester City move up one 
place to seven* after bearing 
Chelsea with goals from Gary 
Megson and David White m the 
opening 19 minutes. 

Dennis Wise scored a consola- 
tion goal for Chelsea, who had 
substitute Steve Clarke sent off 
for two bookable offences. 

Only two games were played in 
the Scottish premier division 
where Glasgow Rangers stren- 
gthened their grip on the title 
with a 1-0 win over bottom- 
placed St. Mirren. _ 

Scotland striker Ally McCoist, 
starting a match for the first time 
November, was on target in 
the 53rd minute as Rangers in- 
creased their lead over second- 
placed Aberdeen to seven points. 

Dundee United drew 0-0 with 
Hibernian. 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Harris 



I’ll get my blow dryer fixed 
tomorrow — I promise!" 


I THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 

■ by Henri Arnold and Bob Lea 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


SEROU 


m 


■Ml 



□ 

fEELA 




mm 


REVOND 


mnr 

_u 

GREDLE 

1 



SOME PEOPLE, 
WHEN "THEY 

A cohveksation-- 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, aa sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Answer here 


■-mxxxmm 


Yesterday’s 


(Answers Monday) 

Jumbles: BATON USURP POLLEN NOUGAT 

That opinionated guy was always .down on 
anything HE W*S NOT “UP" ON 




THE Daily Crossword by Stephen 


Horecfc 


ACROSS 
1 Rum cake 
5 Uses epees 
10 Allowance for 
waste 

14 — and out 

15 Dickinson 

16 San — , it 

17 Banking 
instruments 

20 Novice 

21 Foot lever 

22 Thong 

24 Insert: abbr. 

25 Desert plants 
28 Insipid 

33 Earthy 
pigments 

35 Grassland 

36 Toledo's 
watBrfront - 

37 Caviar 

38 Sat aside 

41 Consumed 

42 Tennis' Steffi 

44 BRHIcal 
pronoun 

45 Private 

response 
47 Decorators 
forte 

50 FormldlWe 
years? 

51 Crag 

52 Slugger Hank 
54 Forbear 

58 Like pianos 
62 e or g e.g. 

64 Fr. river 

65 Up - 
(cornered) 

66 God of love 

67 Globes 

68 Bank deals 

69 Auld lang — 



FlBGOTrfaCTy U*gK SwvtGML Inc. 
<UI Rights Resarnd 


DOWN 

1 RoU Of yard 
goods 

2 Depose 

3 Key letter 

4 Ballerina e.g. 

5 Brave one 

6 Depose 

7 Sell 

8 Raise 

8 Amanuensis 


10 Molasses 

11 A Foxx 

12 Author Ludwig 

13 Lug 

16 Complete 
19 Auberjortois 
23 Tree with 
fan I ice leaves 

25 Dog 

26 Nut 

27 Hoodwink 

29 Caspian e.g. 

30 Take the lead 
out 

31 Strike type 

32 Visionaries 
34 Like some 

literature 

3B Gr. letter 
40 Organic 
compound 
43 Restraints 
46 Governing 
bodies 

48 Stadium 
sound 

49 Fabric 


Yesterday's Puzzle Solved- 



53 Governs 

54 Addlt anally 
58 Wild hog 
SB Sailor 

57 Alliance 
letters 


59 Artillery 
emplacement: 
abbr, 

60 Urls 

61 Gaelic 
83 Sp. Mrs. 
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•S. energy official 
leclfnein oil prices 


""gCA RATON, Florida (R> — 
a prices may slip slightly once 
J /^. : e Gulf war ends but a steep 
seems unlikely, the number 
man at the U.S. Energy 
epartment said at the weekend. 
“The price of oil may drop a 
: ' fc Jr vile bit on euphoria that the 
'■> Jar’s over,” Deputy Energy 
’S .icretaiy Henson Moore said. 
He told Reuters in an interview 
■ -jat oil prices could drop to about 
,yl8 a barrel from $21. 

Bat Moore, in Florida for a 
rVv ladonal Association of Manufac- 

" .irers meeting which ended 

- J : ^;aturday, added: “Prices won't 
ay down very long.” 

: Some industry analysts have 
precast a 'postwar oil surplus 
: :r onld drive prices ' down below 
IS after the threat of an Iraqi 
A ttack on Saudi Arabia's oil fields 
"■ removed. 

Moore said mud) would de- 
” : >iend on how quickly Kuwait and 


slight 
war 


Iraq could resume production. 
But, while a sharp price drop 
could not be ruled out, he said 
any decline was likely to prove 
temporary. 

Oil demand would pick up as 
- industrial nations came out of 
recession. At the same time, pro- 
ducers which had stepped up 
output after Iraq’s invasion of 
Kuwait last August would cut 
back, if only to carry out needed 
maintenance on refineries. 

To help keep the oil market, 
calm while the war is on, the' 
Energy Department has set up a 
war operations room in Washing- 
ton to gather information and 
intelligence on Saudi oil supplies. 

That information is made avail- 
able to tbe market to prevent 
rumours from whipsawing prices 
one way and the other, he said. 

The room is manned around 
the clock, is off limits to most 


department personnel and com- 
municates every hour on the hour 
with the department's own staff 
in Saudi Arabia. 

“We have information before 
the CIA (Central Intelligence 
Agency),” Moore said. 

The department anticipated 
that Iraq might use a huge oil spill 
to disrupt U.S. military opera- 
tions and had explored other 
actions it might take to damag e 
refineries and oil wells, he said. 
He declined to elaborate. 

In the long term, he saw prices 
rising slowly and steadily, 
perhaps by an average five per 
cent a year after inflation. 

To help cope with future oil 
shocks, the U.S. administration 
plans to put forward a national 
energy strategy before the end of 
the month, seeking to boost ener- 
gy supplies and lower demand. 

“The entire proposal will have 


a substantial impact on reducing 
demand,*' Moore said, seeking to 
reassure environmentalists who 
fear the plan would give short 
shrift to energy conservation, 
efficiency and alternative fuels. 

He said tbe Bush administra- 
tion would not propose new ener- 
gy taxes nor would it endorse at 
this point an increase in fuel 
efficiency standards for cars. 

The plan was bound to be 
opposed by some environmental 
groups and could run into opposi- 
tion in Congress but he said the 
strategy could act as a blueprint 
for future action. 

Nuclear fusion plants would 
not be viable until 2025. Electric 
vehicles might not have much of 
an impact on energy demands 
until 1997. 

“This is a long-term project, 
out to tbe year 2030,” Moore 
added. 


Gulf war damages G.M. sales 


-CElVEjj 





ATLANTA (R) — General 
tors (G.M.) Corporation's 
• hairman said Saturday the Gulf 
war bad stalled the world's car 
ndnstiy, further eroding consum- 
er confidence in the recessionary 
.S. market and hurting Euro- 
sales. 

Robert Stempel, interviewed 
after a speech to U.S. auto deal- 
ers, told Reuteis the war had hurt 
Middle East car sales and he 
' hoped U.S. firms in the region 
! would not be hurt by lingering 
anti-Americanism. 

__ ."The war has bad a negative 
""" effect on consumer confidence. 
l As a result, with the precipitous 
fall-off and the confidence not 
' being there, people are staying 
- ' away from our (new car and 
track) showrooms,” he said. 
g.M. rocked world financial 
_ - markets last Monday by cutting 


its cash dividend by almost SO per 
cent and setting plans to cut the 
jobs of 15,000 of its 100,000 
North American white-collar 
workers through 1993. 

The world’s biggest industrial 
corporation , which in 1989 post- 
ed global profits of $4.2 billion on 
revenues of almost $127 billion, is 
scheduled to announce 1990 full- 
year results next Thursday. 

Securities analysts predict that 
G.M., which has taken charges 
against income to cut back opera- 
tions, will record a full-year 1990 
loss and a record operation loss 
for Its fourth quarter. 

G.M. President Lloyd Reuss 
has said the company’s important 
North American car business 
probably lost money last year. 

Stempel said in the interview: 
“Obviously we’d like the war to 
be settled ... clearly when that 


gets behind us we’ll go to work on 
die economy. When we get that 
settled. down, then we’re ready to 
go with our new products and get 
some sales.” 

He said G.M. slashed North 
American 1991 production rates 
for new cars and trucks from late 
1990 levels due to dwindling 
orders from U.S. dealers. 

Tbe G.M. chief said European 
business turned down after the 
start of the Gulf war on Jan. 17. 

“One strong country is still 
Germany, but (Britain). Spain, 
Italy, France are weakening. So 
what has been a booming market 
is just a little slower as people 
sort of regroup and think about 
this armed conflict,” he said. 

Stempel said that due to the 
Gulf war, “my Mideast market is 
zero right now. There's a lot of 
pent-up demand in the Mideast, 
but a lot’s got to happen before 


our dealers can go back.” 

G.M. lost roughly a quarter of 
its Middle East market when Iraq 
invaded Kuwait in August, the 
day after Stempel became chair- 
man. The Gulf crisis also froze 
the company's joint venture pro- 
ject to make vehicles in Iraq. ' 

But Stempel said: “We’ve got 
strong business ties to the 
Mideast and hopefully we can 
preserve those. I just hope that 
the political damage isn’t so great 
that (U.S. companies are) perso- 
na non grata.” 

G.M., which exports mainly 
large passenger and luxury cars 
and sport utility vehicles to Saudi 
Arabia and other Middle East 
states, would likely sell its cars in 
the region through its German 
Adam Opel A.G. subsidiary if 
politics made direct G.M. sales 
not feasible, he said. 


Political crisis threatens 
IMF-Yugoslavia accord 


iTT 


-BELGRADE (R) — Ethnic and 

_ political turmoil threaten Yugos: 

- * u* avia’s chancej of^ne»r$l billioij? 
~~ ~~ J ioan from the International. 
_1 Monetary Fund (IMF), National 
- Bank Vice-Governor Zarko 
jTrbojevic was quoted as saying. 

: <= He told Yugoslav newspapers 
the loan would depend on the 
outcome of talks between federal 
leaders and Yugoslavia's six con- 
stituent republics. 

A further S2.5 billion of loans 
sought by Yugoslavia from the 

r ~ World Bank and other lenders 
tinged on talks with an IMF 
lelegation in Belgrade. 

The country is torn by ethnic 
^ . ind political conflicts and talks 
: - V - between the republics and federal 


leaders have shown Kttle sign of 
solyin^dlspjntes that are Mocking 
Jreroiius.., ./ # . 

The republics of Slovenia and 




Croatia want more independence 
-and oppose the strengthening of 
federal controls of the economy. 

“The IMF supports a unified 
Yugoslavia and is willing to give 
financial support to such a state,” 
Trbojevic told the Yugoslav par- 
liament last week. 

“Whether a new agreement 
will be signed depends above all 
on our internal agreement about 
tbe future of the country and a 
guarantee by the federal govern- 
ment that it has the instruments 
to control macro-economic pol- 
icy,” he noted. 




AMMAN EXCHANGE RATES 


Sunday, February 10, 1991 . 
Central Bank official rates 


U.S. dollar 
Pound" Sterling 
Onnschemark 
Swiss franc 
French franc 


Sea 

666.0 


Bny 

662.0 
1317.0 1324.9 
454.6 457 3 
532.2 535.4 
133.5 134.3 


Japanese yen (for 100) ' 518.4 521 jS 

Dutch guilder 403.7 406.1 

Swedish crown 121.0 121.7 

Italian lira ffor 100) 60.4 60.8 

Belgian franc (for 10) 220.8 222. 1 


Figures show Polish 
private sector rising 


WARSAW, Poland (AP) — Pro- 
duction in the stated ifiinstcd in- 
dustrial sector plummeted 25 per 
cent while the private sector near- 
ly doubled its share of the output 
during tbe first year of Poland's 
dramatic economic reforms, gov- 
ernment officials have reported. 

Unemployment surged faster 
than anticipated, with more than 
1.1 million people, or 6.1 per cent 
of the work force, jobless, 
according to the Central Planning 
Office survey carried by the offi- 
cial PAP news agency. 

The “shock" economic trans- 
formation, the furthest reaching 
in the former East Bloc, was 
launched on Jan. 1, 1990. The 
plan to transform tbe socialist, 
centralised economy into a 
market-driven capitalist system 
includes a cutoff of state subsidies 
to industries, decontrol of prices, 
wide-scale privatisation and an 
opening to foreign investment. 

The post-communist govern- 
ment has managed to keep the 
vahie of the Polish zloty stable for 
a years, making it convertible 
wi thin Poland at a fixed rate 


backed by a reserve of Western 
qgiijrehcy. 

’ Foreign trade, especially food 
exports, increased more than ex- 
pected, rising 15 per cent over 
1989, the government said. Im- 
ports dropped by 16 per cent, 
creating a surplus. 

The inflation rate, which 
reached an all-time high of more 
than 1,100 per cent annually 
when calculated last February, 
has been reined in. The 1990 
inflation rate was about 250 per 
cent, with the increase in Decem- 
ber about five per cent. 

Real incomes sank by 22.1 per 
cent during 1990, and real wages 
by 29.1 per cent, according to the 
government report. 

However, some economists, in- 
cluding government adviser Jef- 
frey Sachs of Harvard University, 
suggest the drop in real incomes 
is more in the 10 per cent range. 
They say the official statistics do 
not account for the vahie of the 
vastly improved supplies of con- 
sumer goods and the new items 
and services that become avail- 
able daily. 
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Ozal urges business to gear up 
for ‘incredible economic activity’ 


ISTANBUL (R) — Turkish Pres- 
ident Turgut Ozal has predicted 
the Gulf war will last for six more 
weeks at most and urged 
businessmen to prepare for a 
bright post-war economy. 

“Extremely positive business 
(prospects) are on the way for 
Turkey in the Gulf crisis ... as 
soon as the crisis is over, an 
incredible economic activity will 
start,” Ozal told a business meet- 
ing at the Aegean city of Izmir. 

“Don’t change your plans. If 
you have modernisation work, go 
ahead. My estimate is the war will 
last only for another month and a 
half at most,” the Anatolian 
News Agency quoted him as 
saying. 

Ozal, who has let U.S. planes 
raid Iraq from a southern base in 
Turkey, has skilfully capitalised 
on his country's revived strategic 


importance to tbe West. 

“Turkey has won respect (in 
the Gulf crisis),” said Ozal. “We 
might not have received a cent 
from anybody. Nobody was 
forced to do so. But we received 
grants. We received credits.” 

Turkey has so far received S2 
billion in Western aid to offset 
economic damage caused by the 
Gulf crisis, government officials 
said. 

Saudi Arabia has agreed to 
supply free oil worth $1.1 billion. 
The World Bank has nearly tri- 
pled its annual lending to S900 
million and Japan extended more 
than $600 million in low-interest 
loans. 

“Turkey will enter a period of 
fast economic growth in the next 
few months,” said Ozal, warning 
businessmen not to expect 


favours from the government in 
tiie form of fiscal incentives. 

Hie conservative daily Terca- 
man reported Saturday that state 
ministers G lines Taner and Isin 
Celebi and Finance Minister 
Adrian Kahveci were working on 
a new economic package aimed at 
fast growth. 

Incentives for tourism and ex- 
ports, sectors worst hit by the 
Gulf war, as well as further de- 
regulation in the foreign ex- 
change regime would be included 
in the package. Terrain an said. 

Bankers say a wait-and-see 
mood has slowed down business 
but they believe the economy can 
cope with the crisis. Industrial 
expansion and fast recovery from 
drought last year produced a 
gross national product (GNP) 
growth of over nine per cent, 
compared to 1989’s 1.7 per cent. 


Financial markets have re- 
gained confidence following a 
short-lived panic on the eve of the 
Gulf war 24 days ago. 

The bulk of about five trillion 
lira ($1.6 billion) withdrawn from 
banks in panic before the start of 
the war have been returned, 
bankers said. 

A fast recovery in business 
confidence was also reflected at 
Istanbul's emerging stock mar- 
ket, where share prices went up 
7.6 per cent last week. 

Ordinary Turks, whose real 
income has more than halved in a 
decade, have little enthusiasm for 
Ozal’s positive attitude. 

A recent round of price bikes, 
ranging from electricity to paper, 
is expected to push inflation up 
further from its annual level of 62 
per cent. 


Gulf war, 

IRA attack 
trigger fear 

of Irish 
tourism loss 

DUBLIN (R) — The Gulf war 
and the IRA mortar attack on 
British Prime Minister John Ma- 
jor could devastate tourism in 
Ireland this year, tourism officials 
fear. 

Hotels warn of job losses, the 
Irish Tourist Board has cancelled 
a U.S. advertising promotion 
campaing, car hire reservations 
are down and six American bands 
have decided to opt out of 
Ireland’s national day parade. in 
Dublin next month. 

Irish Tourist Board officials 
said they now fear that last 
week's Irish Republican Army 
(IRA) mortar bomb attack on 
Major's London residence could 
have a knock-on effect on tour- 
ism. 

Almost half of the 440,000 
U.S. visitors to Ireland land year 
came via other European cities, 
mainly London. 

'-'Officials say they are con- 
- darned that the attack, combined 
with; Britain’s frontline move- 
ment in the Gulf warT coiilcfpbse 
problems for Ireland. 

U.S. tourist bookings for 
Ireland's in January were down 17 
per cent on the same month last 
year, Irish Tourist Board chief, 
Martin Dully, has said his worst 
case scenario — a drawn-out Gulf 
conflict — would be a 40 per cent 
downturn this year. 

One leading .hotel executive, 
Eamonn McKeon, told the Irish 
Times: “Even if the Gulf war 
ended in a week's time, the sea- 
son is pretty well shot at this 
stage." 

Corporate business is also suf- 
fering in Ireland — as it is across 
Europe — with executives reluc- 
tant to travel and video con- 
ferencing enjoying a boom. 

Tbe Irish Tourist Board said 
last week that it postponed a 
$900,000 advertising campaign in 
the U.S. media. 

Some of that money has been 
switched to Europe. Ireland 
attracted 740,000 tourists from 
Europe last year and officials 
hope the continent can make op 
for some of the U.S. shortfall. 

The Gulf war apart, the indus- 
try is also worried that an econo- 
mic recession in the major U.S. 
and British markets could keep 
many would-be holidaymakers at 
home this year. 


Bonn considers banning 
anti-Israeli terms 
in Arab contracts 

BONN (R) — The German government is investigating ways to stop 
German firms signing anti-Israeli clauses in contracts with Arab 
companies, the foreign ministry said Saturday. 

Spokesman Harms Schumacher said it was reviewing laws in the 
United States, France and tbe Netherlands prohibiting companies 
there from signing Arab contracts which included a pledge to boycott 
Israel. 

He denied that the government's, interest was provoked by 
criticism from German Jewish leaders and Israeli Ambassador 
Benjamin Navon, who said Friday the anti-Israeli clauses amounted 
to “an economic war against my country.” 

“The issue has been under consideration for some time. The 
boycott clauses are not new, they’ve been known of for a long time,” 
Schumacher said. 

“The federal government rejects the trade boycott against Israel. 
We are considering tbe experience other countries have had with 
prohibiting boycott clauses.” 

Several German firms said the clauses were a routine matter which 
did not prevent diem trading with Israel. 

"It was an op-.c secret - - tl:e A— .It ..... “ \ 

but insisted on the clauses as a matter of principle,” said Hans Peter 
Schreiner, spokesman for Thyssen A.G. subsidiary Thyssen Hand- 
elsunion A.G. 

U.S. credit crunch 
will stay for a while 


BOCA RATON, Florida (R) — 
Ihe.United States still has a way. 
to go before ending the credit 
crunch that has hurt the eco-> 
nomy, Federal Reserve (Fed) 
Chairman Alan Greenspan said 
Saturday. 

Tbe head of the U.S.. central 
bank said he saw no “convincing 
evidence” yet that bank lending 
was starting to pick np and that 
the credit crunch was ending. 

“We still have a way to go,” he 
told a twice-yearly meeting of the 
Nationl Association of Manufac- 
turers (NAM) here. 

But Greenspan voiced confi- 
dence that the Fed and other 
banking regulators would even- 
tually solve the problem. 

The credit crunch has aggra- 
vated America's economic down- 
turn because banks have grown 
increasingly stingy in making the 
loans that U.S. business need to 
grow. 

A NAM survey found that 
nearly two-thirds of the 150 so 
companies here for tbe associa- 
tion’s meeting believe that the 
growth of manufacturing could be 
crimped by the credit crunch. 

“The real problem businesses 
have is getting money,” said Wal- 
ter Casey, head of a water con- 
ditioning company that bears his 
name. “The batiks have really 
pulled back on their loans.” 


“It’s a very substantial pro&v 
lem/'-Qreenspan agreed. - 
The problem is particularly 13 
acute in New England where 
banks that have found many of 
their past loans going sour have 
refused to extend new credit, 
even to the most creditworthy of 
borrowers. 

In singling out the -credit 
crunch for attack, Greenspan 
made dear that he was not advo- 
cating a return to the lax lending 
standards of the mid-1980’s. 

“We are not going to solve it 
(the credit crunch) by getting 
banks to open up the (lending) 
spigot," Greenspan said. "What 
we need is a restoration of sound 
lending and sensible supervi- 
sion.” 

The Fed has tried to tackle the 
- problem by lowering interest 
rates and by reducing the level of 
reserves banks must set aside to 
cover their deposits. 

It is also now working with the 
Treasury Department and other 
bank regulatory agencies to 
change accounting rules that may 
be discouraging banks from lend- 
ing more, Greenspan said. 

“We have every reason to be- 
, lieve that the lowering of interest 
rates, the changes in reserve re- 
quirements and the removal of 
inappropriate, inhibiting account- 
ing procedures should bring the 
credit crunch to an end,” he said. 


Gulf crisis 
cost top 
Chinese 
firms $lb 

BEIJING (AP) — China's top 
four overseas construction com- 
panies have lost more than SI 
billion in the Gulf crisis but are 
eager to return to the region after 
the war, an official report said 
Sunday. 

Before the outbreak of war, 
China had 10,000 citizens, mostly 
labourers, in Kuwait and Iraq, 
and $2.7 billion in labour service 
contracts in the region. 

The Culf was a major market 
for the four construction com- 
- r *- 4 'he war forced them 
to put negotiations and signing of 
new contracts on hold, the China 
Daily’s business weekly reported. 

China Metallurgical Construc- 
tion Corp. planned to negotiate 
for several projects in Iran and 
Jordan, and China International 
Water and Electricity Corp. was 
on the verge of signing contracts 
for projects in Kuwait and the 
United’ Arab Emirates, the paper 
said. • ■ 

Bat -work on some ongoing 
projects in the United Arab Emi- 
rates and Yemen was continuing, 
the report said. 

“If we did nothing in the Gulf 
region now, we would lose the 
chance to enter the market after 
the war,” said Zhai Guangjiang, 
an official for the China State 
Construction Engineering Corp. 

The four companies are main- 
taining contacts with Saudi Ara- 
bian firms. China and Saudi Ara- 
bia established diplomatic rela- 
tions last year, and the firms were 
just beguuing to discuss sending 
Chinese labourers to the king- 
dom. 

The future of projects in Iraq 
remains in doubt, though no firm 
has ruled out doing business there 
in the future, the report said. 

The four companies have lost 
SI billion since the Iraqi invasion 
of Kuwait last August. Their los- 
ses include non-payment by 
Kuwait and Iraq for completed 
projects, deposits lost in local 
banks, equipment left in the Mid- 
dle East and the cost of evacuat- 
ing workers, the report said. 

China said before the outbreak 
of war last month that it had lost 
$2 billion in trade, transport and 
civil aviation. The figure did not 
include debts owed by Iraq for 
trade and labour. 


Albania plans radical economic reform 


TIRANA (R) — Communist 
Albania is p lanning major econo- 
mic changes after 46 years of 
Stalinist ce n tral plannin g and 
isolation from the outside world. 

“We will apply radical re- 
forms,” said state economist 
Leon Chuchi in an interview. 
“We will give op central planning 
as a driving fence and introduce 
die mechanism of a market eco- 
nomy." 

Under Enver Hoxha, who 
established cornmoirrist rule in 
1944, such talk could have meant 
execution, and after his death in 
1985 it could have meant a long 
spell in prison. 

But since last month President 
Ramiz Alia has moved towards 
the economic and political re- 
forms that have swept other east- 
ern E urop e an countries- He has 
set the first free election for 
March 31. 

In recent weeks the tiny Balkan 
state on tiie Adriatic Sea, with 3 A 
minim i inhabitants »nrf an 
gross domestic product erf just $4 
bflfion — has opened up in a way 
unthinkable a year ago. 

Tbe statue of Stalin in tbe 
centre of the capital, Tirana, has 
been taken down and. business- 
men from Italy, France, Germany 
and Switzeraiand can be beard at 


the main hotel discnssing a varie- 
ty of pojects. 

The message on the lips of 
every communist official now' 
serais to be “the need to enter 
Europe,” and talk is of joint 
ventures with foreign firms in 
light industry and developing 
tourism. 

“We’D be making big invest- 
ments in infrastructure,” Chuchi 
said. “For production as well as 
services. Areas such as transport, 
railways, highways, re fr i g erated 
food warehouses, coumranica- 
tions, puplic services and tour- 
ism” 

Did that mean one of Europe’s 
most tightly-sealed borders would 
be opening up soon? “Yes, of 
omse,” be. said. 

Policies adopted after the com- 
munists took power in 1944 closed 
Albania to contact with the out- 
side world and prevented prog- 
ress while Albania’s leaders tried 
to build a workers’ utopia. 

Viewed from Western Europe, 

Albania is starting from scratch. 

Cotmmmicatkras are primitive 

— the businessmen at the hotel 
competed for a single telephone. 
Transport is difficult with no pri- 
vate can or taxis. About 20,000 
tourists visited the country in 1990 

— 8.5 million people went to 


neighbouring Greece. 

Industry throughout the coun- 
try is in an advanced state of 
decay, and more oxen and horses 
pull ploughs than tractors. The 
mam form of transport is by foot. 

“One of our greatest mistakes 
was concentrating our ef for ts in 
heavy industries," said Graxnoz 
Pashko, a leader of the new 
opposition Democratic Party. 
“This took most of the capital 
investment and stifled develop- 
ment of light industries.” 

About 57 per cent of Albania’s 
export earnings come from four 
areas: Chromium, nickel, copper 
products and energy — mostly 
hydro-electricity supplied to other 
Balkan states. 


Heavy industry comprises 70 
per rant of all industrial produc- 
tion and light industry, including 
items 1 such as brandy, cigarettes 
and textiles, 30 per rant. 

Pashko. a professof of econo- 
mics and until last pecember a 
member of the Communist Party, 
said that light industry must be 
developed to absorb a ballooning 
workforce caused by population 
growth of about two per cent a 
year in the 1960s and 1970s. 

Unemployment in the 1.4 
miffion-strong workf or ce is be- 
tween five and 10 per cent, Pash- 
to said. Chuchi put the number of 
jobless at 30,000 or about two per 
cent. 


INDEPENDENT SMALL FLAT 

FOR RENT 

Fully furnished ground floor, with private gate and garden 
in two floor family building. . More comfortable than any 
suite in the most luxurious hotel. 

Located in the best residential area,- between the 5th and 
4th Circles, No. 147 Zahran Street - Jabal Amman. 

Consists of salon, dining room, 2 bedrooms, bathroom, 
and fully equipped kitchen, central heating, colour TV, 
telephone and car park. 

If Interested please call Tel. 672736. 
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Kremlin, vote 


svsrwhelmiiigly to leave S. Union 


VILNIUS. U.S.S.R. (AP) — 
Litnjciniarjs define l.r^nai: ”^,- 
bachjv's an^ oted over- 

whsrim«ng!y to n •;■!:_ their Baltic 
sTa.o foce;un Jer.t :. . .'•’e Soviet 
Urio*j. 

T.seir?Wf;--er.:s-;- f ..•.day he 
hoped the o' .7 

vetir:;; would ■_ . oLher 
republics to tak; the iair.s step. 

Lithe^n'u" aiectfe-n officials 
said esriy Si.rlr.y’ tliLt according 
10 preliminary results. 90.5 per 
cent of vaci.-s cast ballots in 
favour of irciprnder.ee and 6.5 
per cunr against. The rest of the 
ballots wore ir-vnlrri. said Lana 
Stesjunsityte l Lithurian parlia- 
iBsn*. spckosHOiitfin. 

_ After the aunooncement. 
L^khranino President Vysautas 
Lar.thfcsrgis : .o;d reporters in a 
packed conference hail a: :he 
ferdned ear a k cuiUicg that 
the result fn/tilied the Lithuanian 
secc x"«cti iiri'ft. 


“I think it is a victory against 
lying anti ini in fid a ‘.ion. Tnc 
Lithuanian people reject iies and 
they are not afraid,” he said. 

The Soviet president last week 
declared the vote ‘"legally in- 
valid'* and told Lithuanians they 
must take part in a nationwide, 
Krcmlin-crdered referendum on 
March 17 on preserving the un- 
ion. Lithuanian leaders have re- 
fused, saying Soviet law was not 
binding on their territory'. 

Landsbergis said the result 
should encourage the neighbour- 
ing Baltic states of Latvia and 
Estonia to proceed with plans for 
similar polls on their territory. 

Roughly 2.7 million of the re- 
public’s 3.7 million people were 
eligible to vote, according to par- 
liament officials The turnout was 
34 per cent. Ms. Stasiunaityte 
said. 

The count was based on results 
phoned in by the 55 voting dis- 


tricts. she said. 

At IX pjn. (2100 GMT), be- 
fore any vote projections were 
released, Landsbergis went on 
live television to congratulate 
citizens. 

“The great majority of people 
m Lithuania no longer have any 
fear, and once again express their 
determination to the world,” he 
said. ‘‘Today we did good work, 
and we took one more step along 
the road to independence.’' 

The vote was expected to give 
Lithuania some moral ammuni- 
tion in a secessionist struggle that 
is being watched dosely within 
the Soviet Union and around the 
world. 

About 17 per cent of 
Lithuania’s population is ethnic 
Russian or Polish, and those 
minority groups are the biggest 
source of opposition to secession. 

The Soviet military and KGB 
secret police increased their pre- 


sence in Lithuania on the eve of 
the vote, which was held four 
weeks after soldiers stormed 
Lithuania’s broadcasting centre, 
killing 13 civilians. A total of 21 
people have died in the recent 
crackdown in Lith uania and the 
neighbouring Baltic Republic of 
Latvia. 

An estimated 1,400 armed 
KGB cadets in full battle gear 
arrived Friday night at bases near 
Vilnius and Lithuania’s second 
largest city, Kaunas, Lithuanian 
parliament spokesman Audrius 
AzubaKs said. ~ 

Polls opened at 7 a-m. (0500 
GMT) Saturday and dosed at 8 
p.m. (1800 GMT). Fearing in- 
terference in the vote-counting, 
election officials said no ballots 
would be transported to Vilnius 
on the night of the vote. Instead, 
the votes were to be counted 
locally and results called in to 
Vilnius. 


Over 40 Albanians arrested in clashes 

bound ferry without visas. 


VuliNNA \Ri — Over 40 Alba- 
nians were arrested after clashes 
in th; country’s ilggc&t port 
Saturday in v/hic.i jrfif 02 tired in 
the air and there may have been 
fatalities, or; portion sources said. 

Gene ?g*o, xpokesatur. for tire 
fledgling Demc-rratic Party, said 
Albanian tefc-’ision reported 44 
arrests and 33 poire-; injured in 
the clashes, ”d;ich followed 
rumours tliat Albanians would be 
aJiowcd to board an Itaiian- 


Tiie televsion gave no figure 
for civilian casualties in the port 
of Dunes, saying only that there 
had been some. Polo, reached by 
telephone, said he had heard 
reports of bodies being taken 
away. 

He said the television bad 
shown one person lying on the 
ground who appeared to be dead. 
“From the way the body was 
lying. I can’t believe the person 


was alive,” he said. 

Polo said several thousands 
people arrived in Danes Friday 
night in response to rumours cir- 
culating that die ferry that plies 
between Trieste and Bari in Italy 
and Dunes three times a month 
would take anyone who wanted 
to go. 

The would-be emigrants in- 
cluded people from other towns, 
including a large contingent from 
Tirana, the capital, he said. 


Japas? shuts down reactor 
after generator is damaged 


”C : '< VO ip. — '.ju; v.a.cr to gjw from Lhc 

- ■' !■- - * r r -- r * T;i>. .v,:ter. ic ths sub- 

1 :?:tt :^n-.-r+s stein* irto 


d*?t 


tive water i:ro it-. <-.*cond c-oiing 
chamber, go’vrn.r.en-. and power 
com Dim y officiate said Sunday. 

7!tc auc'fikini ; a , sec the 
emergency core roofing system 
fECCSj to poiTt. huge amount of 
water info the reactor's core to 
prevent fuel rods from melting 
down, they said. 

The 5(K),GC3-kflowatt pressu- 
rised water ree:.or a: Fuldi, 350 
kilometres west of Tokyo, is own- 
ed and operated b\ Kasai Elec- 
tric Power Company. 

It was the first time an 
emergency derice has sfc*jt ccwn 
a troubled naclear reactor in 
Japon, which hsi 3S nuclear pow- 
er plants. 

Small pipes in the steam gener- 
ator iiad developed cracks or 
holes, allowing radioactive 


Government and power com- 
pany officials played down the 
accident, saying the emergency 
system performed succussfuily. 

Anti-nuclear activists express- 
ed grave concern at the effects of 
possible radioactive ieaks on the 
environment. 

“If the ECCS failed to operate, 
the accident couid have caused a 
meltdown of the core, the magni- 
tude of which would equal the 
accident at Three Mile Island,” 
tiie Kyodo News Agency quoted 
nuclear expert Ntsaburo Takagi 
as saying. 

“There is little to worry about 
because the radiation discharged 
to the atmosphere has been kept 
to an absolute mmimnm by a 
special filter,” a power company 
spokesman said. 


N£V7 DcLKs (Ri — Some 1.5 
miilicii census uuwers fanned out 
over India weekend, visiting 
shacks and raa.ittons id find out 
just now big population ex- 
plosion is in the world’s second 
most heavily populated nation. 

The army of enumerators will 
seek out every home in a country 
the size of Western Europe over 
the next three weeks, with a 
special brief i j try to coax the 
truth from Indians about how 
many women and children work. 

“I dunk this could very weii be 
the greatest administrative exer- 
cise in the wc-rid," said A.R. 
Nanda. Lidia's registrar ger.er -.i 
and census commissioner. 

How many people are in India 
today? 

“My hunch :s ;i wifi be S60 to 
865 million,' he said in an inter- 
view . 

Toe enumerators' cask of find- 
ing cut the age. geographic ori- 
gins. schooling and work of every 
Indian for the l>y.-£,-|y census is 
not easy. 

This time they have the sensi- 
tive job of questioning women 
intensively, trying to uncover the 
real faca about bow many people 
in each family earn money. 

Social workers say 55 million 
children under the age of 14 work 
in India, including 10 million 
bonded into servitude. 

They also say India has a vas: 
army of unpaid or poorly paid 
women workers, whose labour 
outside the home goes unre- 
corded for fear of social stigma or 
simply because it is not valued. 

“Women must come out and 
explain what work they do, even 
if it’s unpaid work or, the family 
farm.’* Nanda said. 

With barely four Indians in 10 
able to read or.d write, the 
enumerators have nc choice but 
to visit every hovel, tent, or 
collection of mud and sticks 
which has a roof and people 
sleeping inside. Mantis said. 

The questions wiii be put in 
India's 103 different written lan- 
guages and several hundred di- 
alects. 

“The literacy rate is not high 
enough :o permit a .nailing sys- 
tem such as ir : ‘he United States,” 
Nandi said. 

“AS! houses all over Lidia have 


been located. This was completed 
last year,” he said, patting one 
tome of a housing report on his 
desk. 

The census will inevitably be 
out of date before it is completed. 
A recent Worid Bank report said 
India adds as many people each 
year as live in Nepal or Australia. 

Nanda said India’s population 
grew at a rate of between two and 
2.5 per cent in the 1980s. The 
birth rate is currently around 30 
per thousand, compared with a 
target of 24. 

That translates into one extra 
mouth every two seconds and it 
mean-. India wfll overtake China 
in the next 50 years as the most 
populous nation on Earth. 

India is already twice as dense- 
ly populated as China, putting 
intolerable pressure on the en- 
vironment, cities and services like 
water and electricity. 

But by Nanda’s definition the 
homeless — those who sleep on 
pavements, railway platforms, 
underneath highway overpasses 
or inside construction piping — 
number only about 600,000. 

They will be counted on the 
last night of the census. “We have 
special teams that for three weeks 
try to figure out where these 
people are settling down for the 
night,” Nanda said. 

The census takers will ride 
eameis across deserts, drive ox- 
carts between villages, paddle 
canoes through rainy forests, and 
trudge along the snowline to get 
to some homes. 

In the Onges tribal area in the 
Andaman and Nicobar islands, 
they wili lay out food and 
cigarettes, plant and indian flag, 
and retire. 

The counting begins when the 
tribe, thought to have dwindled 
to around 100. comes out to eat 
and smoke, and mollified by the 
gifts, are well-disposed toward 
the census takers. 

The census is supposed to be a 
snapshot of who is in India be- 
tween Feb. 9 to 28. So all foreign 
tourists will be counted — even if 
they are making a pilgrimage to 
one of India’s many Hindu, 
Buddhist and Muslim shrines. 

“They will be stopped at sun- 
rise on pilgrimage and inter- 
viewed.” Nanda said. 


Burma 

signs 

major 

a*TrfS eSaal 

with China 

BANGKOK (R) — Burma has 
agreed to buy aims worth nearly 
$7 billion from China, one of the 
few countries to maintain close 
ties with Rangoon's army govern- 
ment, diplomats said at the 
weekend. 

They said the two countries 
signed a long-term deal late lasr 
year for equipment ranging from 
jet fighters to small anus. Burma 
would repay at least half the $900 
million debt Jn rice and wood. 

“This deal takes Burma into 
the space-age. It completely re- 
furbishes their armed forces," 
one diplomat said. 

Since taking power two yean 
ago the ruling army council has 
fated an almost total block on 
Western and Japanese aid. 

Governments accused it of loll- 
ing more than 1,000 protesters 
when it crushed a major uprising 
in 1988 and say thousands more 
dissidents have been jailed since. 

To secure income Rangoon has 
tried to improve relations with 
neighbours China and Thailand. 
It has also launched intensive dry 
season offensives to dislodge 
ethnic rebels along its borders 
with those countries. 

Diplomats said Felting was oee 
of the few governments to forge 
closer ties with Rangoon since the 
uprising. There has been a steady 
stream of delegations between 
the two capitals. 

In the last year China has given 
aid for in fra s tru ct ur al pr o jec ts 
including a huge bridge across the 
Rangoon River and a satellite 
Earth station. Cross border trade 
has transformed sleepy towns in 
northern Burma into rich com- 
mercial centres. 

“China now trades practically 
everything with Burma so it is 
logical to trade arms,” said one 
diplomat. 

Rangoon -based diplomats said 
helicopters and gunboats had 
already arrived. A consignment 
of F-6 and F-7 jet fighters was 
waiting to be sent as pilots were 
still being trained in Peking, one 
said. 

Despite dominating Burma’s 
annual budget the aimed forces 
still rely on weapons bought in 
the 1960s. The air force is built 
around Swiss-built Pflatus Tur- 
boprop training aircraft It also 
has about 30 helicopters supplied 
by the United States to fight drag 
trafficking, diplomats said. 

Diplomats in Rangoon feared 
the weapons might be used to 
quell any repeat of 198fTs dvffian 
protests besides continuing 
assaults on ethnic rebels. There 
has been no word of the deal in 
the official media. 

Karen insurgents on Burma’s 
eastern border recently said they 
feared Rangoon had chemical 
weapons as well as jet fighters, 
but that neither had been used 
against them. Diplomats said 
there was no evidence the 
Chinese bad supplied any chemic- 
al weapons. 


50 injured 
as rival 
Bangladesh 
parties 
clash 


DHAKA (AP) — Supporters of 
two rival parties fought with 
crude bombs and revolvers in the 
port city of Chittagong, leaving 
more than 50 people injured and 
several election offices gutted, 
police said Sunday. 

They said the clashes occurred 
Saturday in Chittagong between 
supporters of the Awami League 
and Jamaat-E-Islami parties who 
were preparing for the Feb. 27 
parliamentary elections. 

At least seven people were 
injured seriously, said police offi- 
cials in Chittagong, 215 
kilometres southeast of Dhaka. 
Iron rods and sticks also were 
used in the fighting, said the 
officials who were contacted by 
telephone. They spoke on condi- 
tion of anonymity. ■ 

Five shops were looted and 15 
makeshift election offices of the 
two parties set afire or ransack- 
ed, police said. 

At least ft\’e people have been 
killed and more than 600 others 
injured in election-related vio- 
lence since December when the 
country's interim caretaker gov- 
ernment set a date for the elec- 
tions. 

Witnesses in Chittagong said 
Saturday's clash started when a 
procession of the fundamentalist 
Jamaat-E-Isiami Party was 
attacked by Awami League work- 
ms near the port. 

A series of bombs exploded 
and several gunshots also were 
heard, the witnesses said, speak- 
ing on condition of anonymity. 
They also were contacted by tele- 
phone. 

The violence later spread to 
other parts of the city. which 
remained tense Sunday morning 
with supporters of the two parties 
moving about in groups armed 
with iron rods and sticks, the 
witnesses said. 

Police officials did not confirm 
the witness reports but said no 
one has been arrested. 

At least 90 parties are contest- 
ing the elections for 300 par- 
fiam eniary seats. The elections 
were called after former Presi- 
dent Hussain Muhammad Ershad 
resigned on Dec. 6, bowing to a 
massive popular movement. 

The seven-week, anti-Ersfaad 
campaign was led mostly by uni- 
versity students and backed by a 
coalition of political parties in- 
ducting the Awami League of 
Sheikh Hasma. 


Slovenia 

threatens 

secession 

BELGRADE (R) — The Yugos- 
lav Republic of Slovenia said 
Sunday it was stepping up moves 
towards, secession and warned 
that the whole of Yugoslavia could 
disintegrate. 

“The secession of Slovenia 
could trigger a chain reaction 
among other republics in Yugos- 
lavia,” Slovenian President Milan 
Kucan said io an interview in the 
Croatian newspaper Vjesnik. 

He was speaking after talks 
between all of Yugoslavia’s six 
constituent republics except 
Croatia broke up Friday without 
progress towards an agreement 
on how to prevent e thni c and 
political rivalries tearing the 
country apart. 

Croatia and Slovenia, two of 
the four republics which ended 
Communist rule last year in free 
elections, threaten to secede un- 
less Yugoslavia becomes a loose, 
confederal alliance. 

They are opposed by 
Communist-ruled Serbia, the big- 
gest republic, which wants a 
centrally-ruled federation. 

“We are at the most delicate 
moment. There appears to be no 
solution.” a Western diplomat 
said. 

Kucan, one of Slovenia's most 
respected politicians, said the 
breakdown of talks showed that 
even a confederal alliance was 
impossible now between all six 
republics. 

He also said that Slovenia's, 
centre-right government would 
propose formal procedures on 
separation to its parliament on 
Feb. 20 and that the Alpine re- 
gion bordering Austria, Hungary 
and Italy would be independent 
by next year. 

“I think it is perfectly natural 
that Croatia would seek inde- 
pendence soon after Slovenia 
achieves independence. It is only 
a question of when both wifi 
happen,” Kurcan told Vjesnik. 

“The position of Croatia within 
Yugoslavia is more complex than 
Slovenia's. But the thesis that 
Yugoslavia can survive without 
Slovenia and not without Croatia 
is not acceptable.” 

Relations between Yugosla- 
via’s many ethnic groups have 
rarely been good since the Balkan 
federation was created in 1918 
after the fall of the Austro- 
Hungarian empire in World War 
I. 

Relations deteriorated after 
the death of Communist ruler 
Josip Broz Tito in 1980 after 35 
years in power and nationalism 
rose sharply last year during the 
first free elections in the six re- 
publics’ since World War II. 


U.S. -Soviet row threatens 
CFE accord ratification 


VIENNA (R) — Negotiations on 
reducing conventional forces in 
Europe resume this week under 
the cloud of a superpower row 
which threatens to block ratifica- 
tion of a milestone anns-cutting 
accord. 

The 22 nations involved in the 
conventional forces in Europe 
(CFE) talks will hold their first 
session since Nov. 18, when they 
concluded an historic treaty 
sighing their arsenals of tanks, 
artillery and other non-nuclear 
arms. 

But as negotiators returned to 
Vienna to start work on another 
treaty cutting troop levels, the 
Soviet Union was under attack 
for trying to circumvent the aims 
accord and the United States was 
threatening to block ratification. 

Diplomats from the 16 mem- 
bers of NATO and six countries 
in the almost-defunct Warsaw 
Pact meet in committees Monday 
and hold their first plenary ses- 
sion Thursday. 

The most serious Western 
charge against Moscow is that it 
reclassified three army mecha- 
nised divisions with about 1,000 
tanks as navy coast al u nits — 
excluded from the CFE treaty 
and not liable to destruction. 

“If you accept the pr in c i ple, 
they could call all their forces 
naval and put them all outside the 
treaty,” a Western delegate said. 

U.S. Secretary of State James 
Baker said last week that the 
treaty should not be sent to the 
U.S. Senate for ratification until 
Moscow settled the dispute over 
classification. 

Failure to ratify the treaty 
would make it difficult to con- 
dude other arms 'control agree- 


ments, including strategic arms 
reduction talks (START) treaty 
which would cut strategic nudear 
weapons. Baker said. 

But Soviet Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Vitaly Churkin said: 
“We feel any problems that might 

have arisen over the conventional 
arms control treaty wfll be re- 
solved and we feel confident it 
will be ratified and im- 
plemented.” 

The West also alleges that 
Moscow has moved thousands 
of tank s and other equipment 
east of the Urals, outride the 
CFE zone, to avoid having to 
destroy them under the treaty. 

Moscow argues that most of 
the equipment was withdrawn 
from Central Europe in a un- 
ilateral move announced by 
Soviet President Mikhail Gor- 
bachev in 1988, before the talks 
began. 

But Western delegates say 
there was evidence that some of 
tire arms were moved during the 
negotiations and even after the 
accord was signed. 

Soviet officials have assured 
their negotiating partners that the 
arms are intended to modernise 
those in the East, and that the old 
equipment will then be des- 
troyed. 

“We are going to keep after 
them ou this,” one Western dele- 
gate said, “to find out bow much 
Vill be destroyed, bow-much will 
be used, and what it wfll be used 
for.” 

Another less serious problems 
for the West was that Moscow 
appeared to have declared less 
equipment on the ground than 
expected. Western officials said. 


W ashing ton seeks more time 
to close bases in Philippines 


MANILA (R) — The United 
States said Sunday it would be 
able to help the Philippines better 
economically if given more time 
to phase down its military pre- 
sence in the country. 

But it stressed that, if neces- 
sary, it could fight any aggression 
and prevail without need for a 
single American . soldier on Phi- 
lippine soil. 

Chief U.S. negotiator Richard 
Armitage made the statement on 
arrival in Manila for the fifth 
round of talks on the future of 
U.S. military bases in this former 
American colony. 

The U.S. lease on Clark Air 
Base. Subic Naval base and four 
smaller installations expires in 
September. • 

Manila wants control of Clark 
when the lease ends and has 


proposed a five-to-seven year 
phase-out for Subic, considered 
the mast important of the six 
facilities. Washington has asked 
for a 10 to 12-year transition 
period. 

“As a practical matter we have 
said that the longer the U.S.. has 
to restructure its presence ... the 
better we are able to provide 
security and economic assistance 
to the Philippines and fulfil our 
bilateral and regional security re- 
sponsibilities,” Armitage said in a 
statement. 

“Yet there is one point I am 
obliged to make absolutely dear: 
The United States, as a Pacific 
power, can survive, prosper and, 
when faced with aggression, pre- 
vail without having to station a 
single soldier, airman 01 ; sailor on 
Philippine soil.” 


Hopes rise for Mozambique peace 


CHIMOIO, Mozambique (R) — 
A ceaefire has held for five weeks 
on Mozambique’s two main 
transport routes and hopes are 
rising for a full peace pact to end 
15 years of dvil war. 

But prospects of a lasting peace 
would be dashed by unrest among 
thousands of hungry refugees as 
drought grips one of the world’s 
poorest countries, peacekeeping 
officials say. . 

“There has been war for so 
many years that it’s difficult for 
people to believe in peace yet,” 
said Lieutenant-Colonel Pascuale 
Cardines, leader of an Interna- 
tional Joint Verification Commis- 
sion (JVC) group monitoring the 
December ceasefire. 

But he said his group bad 
encountered no violations of the 
agreement, in force since Jan. 5, 
between Mozambique National 
Resistance (Renamo) rebels, 
Mozambican government forces 
and neighbouring Zimbabwe. 

The truce covers the road, rail 
and oil pipeline from the Indian 
Ocean port of Beira to landlock- 
ed Zimbabwe and a second line 
from the capital, Maputo, to 


southern Zimbabwe. 

Renamo has promised to stop 
attacks in three kilometres strips 
on each side of these trade arter- 
ies if Zimbabwean soldiers stop 
fighting on the government side 
and stay inside the three- 
kflometre zones. 

Zimbabwean soldiers on the 
line from Beira say the big prob- 
lem in the coming months will be 
refugee unrest. 

Rains have failed this season, 
and maize and tobacco crops 
along the Beira Corridor are 
dying in the heat. 

But as word spreads that the 
zone is safe, hungry refugees are 
flocking in from the dangerous 
hinterland. 

Reassured by the presence of 
Zimbabwean army camps every 
few miles, they are buidiing grass 
huts in the fields of wilting maize 
and trying to grow their own 
crops. A few cany guns. 

“Many people here are hungry. 
This year there’s been no rain at 
all. Next year it will be a 
tragedy." said Cardines, whose 
men monitor the Beira line 
around Chimoio, about 80 kilom- 


tres east of the Zimbabwe bor- 
der. 

He said refugee violence would . 
complicate his job. 

“It’s very difficult to distinguish 
if there's a criminal attack or if 
it’s an attack by Renamo,” be 
said. “There are a lot of weapons 
unaccounted for here. I’ve heard 
there are one and a half million of 
them.” 

In Maputo, a gun costs a mere 
520. 

The mood of hope engendered 
by the truce is fragile, and peace 
talks in Rome broke down in late 
January when Renamo rejected a 
decision by the international 
commission monitoring the 
accord to include the towns of 
Maputo, Beira and Chimoio in 
the ceasefire zone. 

The commission said Renamo 
rebles were probably responsible 
fox six out of eight alleged viola- 
tions reported on the Beira Corri- 
dor and the route to Maputo. 

Renamo attacked and dosed a 
third transport route, the Tete 
Corridor to Malawi, as soon as 
Zimbabwean soldiers there pul- 
led back in late December. 


Young royals act insensitively in wartime — U.K. paper 


LONDON (AP) — The Sunday 
Tunes accused Britain's younger 
royals of “insensitivity” for vaca- 
tioning and partying in the sha- 
dow of the Gulf war and, in a rare 
response, Buckingham Palace 
offered a defence. 

The blistering editorial, which 
also attacked the monarchy's 
financial privileges, said many of 
the royals showed little sense of 
proportion by maintaining their 
wealthy lifestyles while soldiers 
risked their lives. 

“The queen should put a stop to 
it,” the newspaper said. 

It singled out the Duchess of 
York, daughter-in-law to Queen 
Elizabeth II, for taking a ski trip 
just before the war began on Jan. 
17, and her husband. Prince 
Andrew, for playing golf in Spain 
while serving with the Royal 
Navy. Buckingham Palace, which 
rarely responds to press criticism, 
took action by the time the news- 
paper hit tiie s tr e et s Saturday 
frigfa t, producing a litany of public 


appearances and visits- to service- 
men by the queen and her family 
members who receive state in- 
comes. 

But the newspaper said such 
appearances — at bases in Ger- 
many and in Britain, as well as 
Prince Charles’ trip to Saudi Ara- 
bia to see the troops — were not 
enough. 

It said the family shouldn’t give 
op all soda! life but “wartime 
does demand a sense of propor- 
tion and a degree of decorum out 
of respect” for soldiers. 

“On the home front, too many 
of the royals and tbeir entourages 
...carry on regardless with their 
peacetime lifestyles, parading a 
mixture of upper-class decadence 
and insensitivity which disgusts 
the public and demeans the 
monarchy,” said the newspaper, 
which is independent politically. 

“The queen, of course, has 
behaved impeccably.” it said,- 
adding that Princess Diana bad 
done her bit by visiting service- 


men’s families. Diana is married 
to Charles, die heir to the throne.. 

“It is the exploits and public 
demeanor of the minor royals and 
nearly royals which causes most 
offence,” it added, criticising 
Lord Linley, the queen’s nephew 
— who it said posed for the press 
in lipstick and fancy dress on his 
29th birthday — and Viscount 
Althorp. Diana’s younger 
brother, who publicly confessed 
to adultery. 

A palace spokesman said Un- 
ley, the son of the queen’s sister 
Princess Margaret, receives no 
state income and Althoip is not a 
member of the royal family. 

The newspaper said it was un- 
fortunate that no member of the 
royal family was actively serving 
in the war. 

Recalling the Duke of York’s 
service with the Royal Navy dur- 
ing the Falklands War, it said, 
“this time his ship is far enough 
away from the war to allow him 


recently to enjoy a couple of 
days’ golf on a sunny Spanish 

links.” 

% 

The newspaper also said a gro- 
wig number of people question 
the monrachy. and pointed out’ 
that the queen pays no tax on a 
vast income. The monarchy’s 
financial privileges “are beyond 
justification today,” the editorial 
said. 

For many years after Worid 
War II, the royal family was 
revered as an institution and an 
ideal family by most Britons. 
Reflecting this respect, the press 
followed an unwritten code that* 
dictated they be treated with dis- 
cretion. 

But in recent years, changing 
custom, heightened publicity of 
their lives and the divorce of 
Princess Margaret and other 
negati ve eve nts have fuelled both 
open criticism of their lifestyles 
and the institution itself. 



dhoodoi 


Gold worth ir 

$500,000 found . 

in aircraft toilets 

DHAKA — Customs officials at 
Dhaka Airport have recovered 
smu ggl ed gold worth half a million • 
U.S. dollars, police said. The 
gold, wrapped- in paper, was 
found in the rear toilets of two 
planes belonging to the Bang- f 
ladesb airline Biman, they said, 
The flights arrived frotn Singa- 
pore and Dubai. Those passes- - 
gers suspected of trying to smug- : 
gle the gold managed to slip out 
of the airport, one ^officer told 
reporters. 

Naomi Judd doing 
‘wel I despite fight 
against hepatitis 

NASHVILLE, Tennessee (AP) 
— Country music anger Naomi 
Judd, of the mother-daughter 
duo the Judds, is doing weft 
despite a battle against chronic 
hepatitis, a spokesman says. Judd 
45, and daughter, Wynonna, 
anno unced last fall that the elder 
anger wfll have to retire from, 
perfoming because of the illness. 
Chronic hepatitis is a liver ai|f 
ment that can be fatal. But, infill 
meantime, she is continuing to’ 
entertain. “Naomi’s health . is - 
good at this point,” spokesman 
Chuck Thomposon said Friday. 
“Obviously, she’s got an flthess, 
but she’s adjusting her schedule 
to take care of that.” The duo^ 
have concerts scheduled through 
November, he said. After ^fliat 
Naomi Judd says she will retire. 
The duet’s hit records facade 
their current Love Can 
Grandpa, and Nama, He’s j 




Gabor, policeman 
settle lawsuit 




LOS ANGELES (R) — Zsa Zsa 
Gabor, who was jaded last year .’ 
for slapping a policeman, has : 
settled out of court a $10 mflfibn' 
lawsuit he filed, a lawyer fix- the 1 
officer said Friday. The lawyer, . 
Richard Thomas, would not re- ■ 
veal if any money was involved, 
but he said of the policeman, Paul 
Kramer. “My client is very satis- 
fied with the settlement.” A. 
spokesman for Gabor said th£. 
actress bad always proclaimed 
her innocence in the affair. 
Gabor was jailed for three days ■ 
last year after she was convicted . 
of slapping Kramer, a motorcycle 
policeman. He had stopped her 
while she was driving her Rolls- . 
Royce in June 1989. In ins law- 
suit, Kramer, who is two metres 
tall, accused Gabor of causing 
emotional distress, of slander and 
of assault and battery. Gabor 
claimed Kramer was abusive. ■ - 




Actress charged 
with drunken driving 

LOS ANGELES (R) — Tyne . 
Daly, who played a detective in 
tile hit television series Cagney - 
And Lacey, has been charged 
with drunken driving, a police 
spokeswoman said. Daly, 44, 
who played Mary Beth Lacey in 
the series, was arrested in Los 
Angeles on Jan. 14 on suspicion 
of drunken driving. She will 
appear in court Monday, If cort 
victed, Daly could be fined 5390, i 
placed on probation for three _ 
years and ordered to take partih..- 
an alcohol counselling program- 
me. Daly is due to return to New 
York’s Broadway m April to re- ' 
some her role of Mama Rose in ; 
tire musical Gypsy. 

Boys held on 
charge of raping 
13-year-old 

lake WORTH (R) — Seven ^ 
ffementaiy school boys langfagr 
in age from 9 to 13 were being i 
held by juvenile authorities JFri- = 
day on charges o( raping a 13- •- 
year-old schoolmate, court offi- ‘ 
cials said. Nine boys were 
charged in the incident, which ', 
allegedly took place at the giifs i 
home, but the youngest, aged 8,‘l 
and one other suspect were re< 
jcas«i to their parents. At a - 
fcefing, Palm Beach Comity Or-f - 
curt Judge Howard Bcrmcn 
jflowed the two to go home- 


tog tirem to the crime were n 
I* tire other boy*. Court ofl 
ram the group is alleged tol 
dragged the victim into her 1 
™pand raped her. Parent 
the boys said they were sfax 

tty the charges. “This is pi 
e«P«aafly for tb&yt 
°Jtys. said the mother tit 
^ ght-y ear-okL “I can’t belie 
but it has.” A 
®echudreu involved were pi 
me Barton Elementary Sd 
« the time, but the victim 
“^mediately transferred 
aBoa «r school. 



